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From Father Kasel

Praised be Jesus Christ through Mary!

I wish all of you a Merry Christmas!

Our celebration of the grace of Christmas Day continues until the
end of the day on January 1, 2024. This will be the end of eight
days, or what is called the Christmas Octave. Our celebration of the
Christmas Season extends until the end of the day of Monday, Janu-
ary 8, 2024 - the Baptism of our Lord.

This Sunday, I share with you a sermon by Pope St. Leo the Great
on the meaning of Christmas:

“Dearly beloved, today our Savior is born; let us rejoice. Sadness
should have no place on the Birthday of Life. The fear of death has
been swallowed up; Life brings us joy with the promise of eternal
happiness.

No one is shut out from this joy; all share the same reason for re-
joicing. Our Lord, victor over sin and death, finding no man free
from sin, came to free us all. Let the saint rejoice as he sees the
palm of victory at hand. Let the sinner be glad as he receives the
offer of forgiveness. Let the pagan take courage as he is summoned
to Life.

In the fullness of time, chosen in the unfathomable depths of God’s
Wisdom, the Son of God took for Himself our common humanity in
order to reconcile it with its Creator. He came to overthrow the dev-
il, the origin of death, in that very nature by which he had over-
thrown mankind.

And so at the Birth of our Lord the Angels sing in joy: Glory to God
in the highest, and they proclaim peace to men of good will as they
see the heavenly Jerusalem being built from all the nations of the
world. When the Angels on high are so exultant at this marvelous
work of God’s goodness, what joy should it not bring to the lowly
hearts of men?

Beloved, let us give thanks to God the Father, through His Son, in
the Holy Spirit, because in His great Love for us He took pity on us,
and when we were dead in our sins He brought us to Life with
Christ, so that in Him we might be a new creation. Let us throw off
our old nature and all its ways and, as we have come to Birth in
Christ, let us renounce the works of the flesh.

Christian, remember your dignity, and now that you share in
God’s own nature, do not return by sin to your former base condi-
tion. Bear in mind Who is your head and of Whose Body you are a
member. Do not forget that you have been rescued from the power
of darkness and brought into the Light of God’s Kingdom.

Through the Sacrament of Baptism you have become a temple of
the Holy Spirit. Do not drive away so great a guest by evil conduct
and become again a slave to the devil, for your liberty was bought
by the Blood of Christ.”

Through the intercession of Mary, the Mother of God, St. Joseph,
the Spouse of the Virgin, St. Michael, and St. Paul, may the new-
born Christ-child grant us all the blessings of His peace and joy!

In Christ through Mary,

Fr. Kasel

Welcome to the Churches of

St. Paul &

St. Michael

We are happy that you are here! If you are new to our parishes, please call or stop at the
Parish Office. We would love to meet you and answer any questions that you might fiave!
SACRAMENTS

Confession - Saturday 4:00pm at St. Michael; Sunday 8:25am at St. Paul
and 8:00am before daily weekday Holy Mass at both parishes.
Baptism - Please contact the parish office.
Matrimony - Please call Father Kasel at least six months prior to make
arrangements.
Anointing of the Sick - This is for someone who is seriously ill, dealing with
major surgery or infirm. Please contact Father Kasel to make arrangements.
WEEKEND HOLY MASS SCHEDULE:
Church of Saint Paul - Sunday Confessions at 8:25am, Rosary at 8:20am,
Mass at 8:45am
Church of Saint Michael - Saturday Confessions at 4:00pm, Rosary at
4:35pm, Mass at 5:00pm
Church of Saint Michael - Sunday Mass at 7:00am, Rosary at 10:05am,
Mass at10:30am
WEEKDAY HOLY MASS SCHEDULE
Church of Saint Paul - Tuesday and Thursday
Confession 8am & Mass 8:30am, Rosary at 8:10am before Mass
Church of Saint Michael - Wednesday and Friday
Confession 8am and Mass 8:30am

We wish all the Parishioners of the Churches
:‘q of St. Paul and St. Michael a Merry Christmas
and a Blessed New Year. God bless you!

Fr. Kasel and the parish staff

We invite you to worship our Savior with us this
Advent and Christmas Season!

Please Note: All the Faithful must attend Holy Mass for the 4™ Sunday of
Advent as well as attend Holy Mass for Christmas. Attending the 4pm
Christmas Eve Holy Mass does not fulfill the Obligation for the 4™ Sunday
of Advent. The usual Sunday morning Holy Masses will be offered for
the 4™ Sunday of Advent on December 24.
Holy Mass on Christmas Eve:
Sunday, December 24 St. Paul, Zumbrota 4:00 pm
Sunday, December 24 St. Michael, Pine Island  4:00 pm
Holy Mass on Christmas Day:
Monday, December 25 St. Michael, Pine Island 7:00 am (Latin)
Monday, December 25 St. Paul, Zumbrota 8:45 am
Monday, December 25 St. Michael, Pine Island 10:30 am
Holy Mass for the Solemnity of Holy Mary, Mother of God —
Not an Obligation this Year

Monday, January 1 St. Michael, Pine Island 7:00 am (Latin)
Monday, January 1 St. Paul, Zumbrota 8:45 am
Monday, January 1 St. Michael, Pine Island 10:30 am

The next Holy Hour for Men will be on Sunday, January 14, at
6:30pm at the Church of St. Michael, Pine Island. All men are
invited!




CHURCH OF SAINT MICHAEL NEWS

CHURCH OF ST. MICHAEL FAITH FORMATION
The next Faith Formation session will be on Wednesday,
January 3, 2024 at the Church of St. Michael, Pine Island.

Topic for January: The Virtue of Self-Control
‘Below is the schedule:
6:00-6:30pm - Meal
6:35-7:25pm - Children Class/Parent & Adult Session
7:30-7:45pm - Church for Adoration
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Youth Group Event! All Youth, Grades 7-12, are invited for a
prayer, food, and game night Wednesday, December 27, from 6:30-
8:30pm at the Church of St. Michael, Pine Island. Fr. Kasel will give
a talk. All high school students and confirmation candidates are invit-
ed to this youth event. Please RSVP to our parish offices.
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M Thank you for the Christmas Flower Donations .
" In Memory &I Honor of Loved Ones o

Curt & Mary Amiot
John & Delores Archer
Nancy Anderson in memory of families of Anderson & Spooner
Gerry & Catherine Arnold
Ted & Sarah Baver
Janet Bauch in memory of Kollasch Family and Bauch Family
John Bierbaum

Ron & Paula Breid in memory of Carl A. Breid & Marvin W. Heins
Brian & Katie Brost

Dave & Karin Charron
Joe Colaiano
Richard & Jane Coombes

Dorothy Edstrom & family in memory of Cliff Edstrom

Timothy & Jennifer Fuller
Kyle & Anne-Sophie Kalutkiewicz
Kathleen Karlen

Linda Kelly in memory of Francis Kelly
Steve & Mary Kingsbury

Dan & Pamela Kohrs

Joanne Kollasch in memory of Frank & Clara Kollasch, George & Laura
Bennerotte, Gerald Kollasch, Grant Hindal, & Susan Bennerotte

Char Lenn in memory of Charles Lenn

Kenneth & Sharon Meyers in memory of Louis & Jane Henriksen and
Chester & Ivalene Meyers

Brian & Laurie Murray in memory of June & Carl Murray and Jim Clemens

Britt & Kelly Noser in memory of Gary & Joan Noser, Lynda Fitzgerald,
and Robert Fitzgerald

John & Jill Palof in memory of William Schreiner & Jerome Schreiner

Luke & Jennifer Plenge in memory of Nicole Joy Plenge, Joy Koll,
& Jolene Fujan

Tim & Paula Plummer
Leslie & Barb Rolfson in memory of Michael Rolfson & Sue Murray
Eric & Laurie Schultz in memory of deceased family members

Janet Shannon in memory of Linus & Rita Bodensteiner
Patrick & Amy Smith in memory of Smith & Howard families

Paul & Mary Sutton
Nancy Sowada

Sharon Stanton
Daniel & Margaret Swanson in memory of Lawrence & Gertrude Lofgren
Barbara Tauzell in memory of John Tauzell & James Medvec
Rosemary Turk in memory of Mr. & Mrs. Melvin Turk
Charles & Elizabeth Viers
AnneRose Wanijiru
Keith & Megan Warnke
In memory of the Truskowski & McDonough families

Fr. Kasel in memory of all deceased relatives

WEEKLY TITHING December 16-17, 2023

Sunday Envelopes: $ 4,460.00
Plate: $  758.05
EFT: $ 3.442.00
Total: $ 8,660.05

Cemetery Collection: $ 1,238.00

Kitui Mission Collection: $ 219.00

Dear Parishioners: Thank you for your prayers, greetings and
acts of Charity and kindness at the time of my birthday! I thank
God for all your goodness - May our good Lord reward you! In
Christ through Mary, Fr. Kasel

a7 , AN INVITATION FROM JESUS
e Do you have no regular commitments during
weekday mornings? Are you interested in growing in love

! with the One who loves you most - Jesus?
Consider coming to Holy Mass on weekdays!

Holy Mass, Confession and the Holy Rosary are

offered Tuesday through Friday at our parishes. Come to sanctify

your weekdays with Jesus - He is waiting for you!

Institute of Catholic Culture Lecture Series:

Jesus of Nazareth: Discovering Christ with Pope Benedict XVI
Pope Benedict XVI realized that the absence of God in our lives and
society posed the greatest crisis facing the world today. During his Pon-
tificate, therefore, he wrote a trilogy of works that invites us to come to
know more fully the One who leads us to the Father, Jesus of Nazareth.
These masterpieces guide us through the Church's tradition of reading
the Gospels in a way that speaks to the needs of today, addressing con-
temporary objections while proposing Jesus as the source of true hope.
Join Dr. Staudt and the ICC for a guided book study of Pope Benedict's
Jesus of Nazareth trilogy. *Note: This series is already underway, but you
may register at any time to access the recordings of previous lectures.
Details: Mondays, Jan. 15 & 29, Feb. 12 & 26, Mar. 11 & 25

Pre-Class Discussion:7:30PM ET, Lecture: 8:00 PM ET

Instructor: Jared Staudt, Ph.D.
Registration is required. https://instituteofcatholicculture.org/events/jesus-of-nazareth?

Pine Island Food Shelf: items requested for December: Your Choice!

HoLy MAss TIMES

Sunday, December 24, 2023

4:00pm Holy Mass on Christmas Eve
Monday, December 25, 2023

7:00am Latin Holy Mass on Christmas Day

10:30am Holy Mass on Christmas Day
Wednesday, December 27, 2023

8:00am Confessions/8:30am Holy Mass

9:00am-5:00pm Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament
Friday, December 29, 2023

8:00am Confessions/8:30am Holy Mass
Saturday, December 30, 2023

4:00pm-4:50pm Confessions

5:00pm Holy Mass
Sunday, December 31, 2023

7:00am Latin Holy Mass

10:30am Holy Mass

HoLY MASS INTENTIONS

December 24, 2023
December 25, 2023
December 25, 2023
December 27, 2023
December 29, 2023
December 30, 2023
December 31, 2023
December 31, 2023

Patrick Manahan family (Barb Keehn)
Bill & Nicole McCoy and family
Parishioners

tSteve Connelly (Pat McCutcheon)
tJudy Dahl (Mary Sutton)

Eric & Laurie Schultz

Parishioners | § Ij@
tRaymond Neis -



https://ignatius.com/jesus-of-nazareth-3-volume-set-jnsetx/

CHURCH OF SAINT PAUL NEWS

- CHURCH OF ST. PAUL FAITH FORMATION
: The next Faith Formation session will be on Wednesday,
% Januory 3, 2024 at the Church of St. Michael, Pine Island. 5
: Topuc for January: The Virtue of Self-Control -
“Below is the schedule: 3
¢ 6:00-6:30pm - Meall :
3‘ 6:35-7:25pm - Children Class/Parent & Adult Session i
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7:30-7:45pm - Church for Adoration
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Thank, you for the Christmas Flower Donations
In Memory & Honor of Loved Ones
Byron & Barb Boraas in memory of
loved ones
Betty Bennett in memory of Ted & Pat Anderson and
Dan Bennett Sr.
Gary & Louise Gerken in memory of Irene Hilbert,
Carl Patros, Edward Hilbert, & Joshua Hilbert

Randy & Shirley Gregory

Duane & Jane Hinrichs
Steven & Mary Kingsbury
Eugene & Bonnie Leifeld
Kathy Matthees & family in memory of Jim & Millie Pauba

Stuart & Jennifer Ohr in honor of Lois Proulx and in memory of
Paul Proulx & Everett Eva Ohr, and grandparents

Fr. Kasel in memory of all deceased relatives

"Thank you for the Christmas basket. We enjoyed all the
goodies! It was very thoughtful.” Gene & Bonnie Leifeld
=
The Sacred Humanity of Jesus

“God is man’s glory. Man is the vessel which receives God’s action
and all His Wisdom and Power.

Just as a doctor is judged in His care for the sick, so God is revealed in
His conduct with men. That is Paul’s reason for saying: God has made
the whole world prisoner of unbelief that He may have Mercy on

all. He was speaking of man, who was disobedient to God, and cast
off from immortality, and then found Mercy, receiving through the
Son of God the adoption He brings.

If man, without being puffed up or boastful, has a right belief regard-
ing created things and their Divine Creator, who, having given them
being, holds them all in His Power, and if man perseveres in God’s
Love, and in obedience and gratitude to Him, he will receive greater
glory from Him. It will be a glory which will grow ever brighter until
he takes on the likeness of the One who died for him.

He it was who took on the likeness of sinful flesh, to condemn sin and
rid the flesh of sin, as now condemned. He wanted to invite man to
take on His likeness, appointing man an imitator of God, establishing
man in a way of life in obedience to the Father that would lead to the
Vision of God, and endowing man with Power to receive the Father.
He is the Word of God who dwelt with man and became the Son of
Man to open the way for man to receive God, for God to dwell with
man, according to the Will of the Father.

For this reason the Lord Himself gave as the sign of our salvation, the
One who was born of the Virgin, Emmanuel. It was the Lord Himself
who saved them, for of themselves they had no power to be saved. For
this reason Paul speaks of the weakness of man, and says: I know that
no good dwells in my flesh, meaning that the blessing of our salvation
comes not from us but from God. Again, he says: I am a wretched
man, who will free me from this body doomed to die? Then he speaks
of a Liberator, thanks to Jesus Christ our Lord.

Isaiah says the same: Hands that are feeble, grow strong! Knees that
are weak, take courage! Hearts that are faint, grow strong! Fear not;
see - our God is judgment and He will repay. He Himself will come
and save us. He means that we could not be saved of ourselves but
only with God’s help.” (From a treatise Against Heresies by Saint Irenae-
us, Bishop and Martyr)

WEEKLY TITHING December 17, 2023

Sunday Envelopes: $ 1,000.00
Plate: $ 168.00
EFT: $ 1.300.00
Total: $ 2,468.00

Cemetery Collection: $ 495.00

Dear Parishioners: Thank you for your prayers, greetings and
acts of Charity and kindness at the time of my birthday! I thank
God for all your goodness - May our good Lord reward you! In
Christ through Mary, Fr. Kasel

Catholic Daughters ‘Meal In A Bucket’ Sale
Pre-order slips are in the back of Church for Meal In A Bucket.
Available meals are BBQ with buns, chili, potato soup, portage
soup, and cinnamon rolls. Orders will be available for pick up on
January 21 after Holy Mass. Thank you for your support!
—

WORDS TO LIVE BY:
“O Father, in your Truth (that is to say, in your Son, humbled, needy
and homeless) You have humbled me. He was humbled in the womb
of the Virgin, needy in the manger of the sheep, and homeless on the
wood of the Cross. Nothing so humbles the proud sinner as the hu-
mility of Jesus Christ’s humanity.” St. Anthony of Padua
“Christ’s birth was not necessity, but an expression of omnipotence,
a sacrament of piety for the redemption of men. He who made man
without generation from pure clay made man again and was born from
a pure body. The Hand that assumed clay to make our flesh deigned to
assume a body for your salvation. That the Creator is in His creature
and God is in the flesh brings dignity to man without dishonor to Him
who made him. Why then, man, are you so worthless in your own
eyes and yet so precious to God?” St. Peter Chrysologus
“We desire to be able to welcome Jesus at the Christmas-time, not in
a cold manger of our heart, but in a heart full of love and humility, in
a heart so pure, so immaculate, so warm with love for one anoth-
er.” St. Teresa of Calcutta
“Rejoice and be glad that so great and good a Lord, on coming into
the Virgin’s womb, willed to appear despised, needy, and poor in this
world, so that men who were in dire poverty and suffering great need
of Heavenly Food might be made rich in Him.” St. Clare of Assisi
“Mankind is a great, an immense family... This is proved by what we
feel in our hearts at Christmas.” St. John XXIII
“And in the end... everything else will turn out to be unimportant and
inessential, except for this: Father, Child and Love.” St. John Paul 11
“Lord, you were conceived in the womb of a Virgin and were cruci-
fied for all men... for all without distinction. And yet, how different-
ly they pay you back.” St. Rafael Arnaiz

HoLy MAss TIMES

Sunday, December 24, 2023

4:00pm Holy Mass on Christmas Eve
Monday, December 25, 2023

8:45am Holy Mass on Christmas Day
Tuesday, December 26, 2023

8:00am Confessions/8:30am Holy Mass

9:00am-5:00pm Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament
Thursday, December 28, 2023

8:00am Confessions/8:30am
Sunday, December 31, 2023

8:20am Rosary/8:25am Confessions

8:45am Holy Mass

HoLY MASS INTENTIONS

December 24, 2023 Clare Taylor
December 25, 2023 Parishioners
December 26, 2023 Living & deceased Hinrichs families
December 28, 2023 {Carl Lindmark (Lenny & LaVonne Feuling)
December 31, 2023 Parishioners




NEWS FROM SAINT MICHAEL AND SAINT PAUL

Women Ages 16 - 35: Join Archbishop Hebda for Dinner!
Miriam Dinner: Wednesday, January 24, from 6-8pm at Archdioce-
san Catholic Center, 777 Forest Street in St. Paul. Archbishop Ber-
nard Hebda, Bishop Michael Izen and Father David Blume, director
of vocations, invite women ages 16 — 35 who are discerning conse-
crated life. It is typical for women discerners to be accompanied by
their pastor, consecrated religious, or youth minister. The evening
begins with prayer, followed by dinner with consecrated women shar-
ing their vocations testimonies. More Information and Registra-

tion: www.10000vocations.org

PRO-LIFE QUOTES:
(Gospel of John 1:11-14) “He came to what was His own, but His own
people did not accept Him. But to those who did accept Him He gave
power to become children of God, to those who believe in His
Name, who were born not by natural generation nor by human choice
nor by a man’s decision but of God. And the Word became flesh and
made His dwelling among us, and we saw His glory, the glory as of the
Father’s only Son, full of grace and truth.”

A great prayer for life is urgently needed, a prayer which will rise up
throughout the world. Through special initiatives and in daily prayer,
may an impassioned plea rise to God, the Creator and lover of life,
from every Christian community, from every group and association,
from every family and from the heart of every believer.” St. John Paul
II, Evangelium Vitae, No. 100

“The promotion of culture of life should be the highest priority in our
societies...If the right to life is not defended decisively as a condition
for all other rights of the person, all other references to human rights
remain deceitful and illusory.” Blessed Pope John Paul 11

Please Save the Date for the next Chili Cook-off:
Sunday, January 28, 2024. You will again be able to 4
taste the best Chili in our Parish! More details will
follow soon.

= —

= —

Plan now to attend the Prayer Service for Life: The Cathe-
dral of Saint Paul, in St. Paul, MN, will have the Annual Prayer
Service for Life on Monday, January 22, at 10:30am. This prayer
service commemorates the millions of lives lost to abortion and the
many women and men wounded by abortion’s aftermath. It is also
an opportunity to recognize those who exemplify pro-life work in
our local communities with the Saint John Paul II Champion for
Life Award. For more information, please contact the Office for
Marriage, Family and Youth at 651-291-4488.

2024 National March for Life in Washington D.C.

For the first time in recent memory, the Archdiocese is offering a
pilgrimage to Washington D.C. for adults and families to attend the
National March for Life as well as the trip for high school youth.
Though Roe vs. Wade was overturned in June 2022, efforts to ex-
pand abortion access are happening in many states across our Na-
tion. It is a great tragedy that, despite the victory in the Supreme
Court, many politicians still support this grave evil. Through this
March for Life trip, we have the opportunity to stand in opposition on
the national stage and remind everyone that human life is sacred from
conception to natural death! Please contact Assistant Youth Ministry
Coordinator Martin Gawarecki at gawareckim@archspm.org or
651.291.4506 to get on the contact list for March for Life infor-
mation. The dates for the pilgrimage are: January 16-21, 2024.

ZUMBROTA MINI

STORAGE
Lighting—Paved
24 Hour Access
1550 Jefferson Drive,

Grill = Chill.

Buy one Blizzard at regular
price, get 2nd Blizzard

Hub Food Center

Steve Johnson’s OOT *Cy  FootCare
= iy Service
507-269-7827
3708 Broadway Ave N.

'990 & Suite 130,
FESS\O‘AV Rochester, MN 55906

@

Hwy 52 & 58 in Zumbrota

footcareprofessionalsllc(@gmail.com

at 99¢! Zumbrota 228 West Ave. Zumbrota 507-732-5127 Sheila B Cl';zlrepmAvtit)l]e;iT\?yC CRCS
215 E. 18th St. Zumbrota 507-696-4406 507-732-7329 Home: 651-460-6 elCtnifl'll:d F?)lc;’t Care épecie{list

732-5910 https://www.nilssensfoods.com 706 brotaford.com Helping YOU live well with YOUR feet!

Pork & Plants Heritage Farm| Mahn Family R " b, Owen

| ERIC KREIDERMACHER & FAMILY Funeral Homes E lﬂ e
Red Wattle Pork* Grass-fed Beef* Larson Chapel HEATING & COOLING Locker
Pastured Chicken* p
1475 Jefferson Dr. Zumbrota, MN Plant

*no corn, no soy, non-GMO, and vaccine free
Meat is available year-round as individual cuts, bundles,
and whole or half animals.
Pickup and limited delivery available (507) 458-2175

Email: eric@porkandplants.com www.porkandplants.com
“Healthy Land, Healthy Meat, Healthy Families”

(507) 732-5444

(507) 356-4620

Mabhler Chapel
209 NW 1st Ave. Pine Island, MN

mahnfamilyfuneralhome.com

110 2nd St. NE
Pine Island, MN 55963
507-356-8612

24 Hr. Emergency Service

Residential & Light Commercial
Serving Zumbrota & Surrounding
Communities

Doors & Openers Sales
Service & Repair

Exceptional Customer Service|:
GadientGarageDoors.com

B Gagagf%nc:ors

“| QUARRY HILL FAMILY DENTAL

i DR. MOLLY JARRETT
~ PARISHIONER

Mondays 7am-5pm, Tuesdays 8am-5pm,
Wednesdays 7am-5pm, Thursdays 1-7pm

www.quarryhillfamilydental.com

il

651-388-0550 I / £
TOM & SCOTT SHANE || 4 “When You Expect MEYERSBUILT.COM 507-216-9891
Commércidll & Industrial |§ ' the Very Best” ] } ON, M‘N . 828 11th Ave NE, Rochester, MN
507-8324-2191 Teresa & Todd Gadient SKID s";ll:;‘ll, I:ﬁ:’m"““s Comfortable, Convenient Dental Care for the Entire Family

Safe Environment: The Archdiocese of St. Paul/
Minneapolis requires all volunteers who interact with mi-
nors or vulnerable adults to complete the Essential 3
(background check, Code of Conduct, and VIRTUS train-
ing) before beginning their service, and to renew every
three years while serving. Please contact the Safe Envi-
ronment Coordinator for details on how to register for a

VIRTUS class, complete the Essential 3, or do updates. (651) 291

Parish Safe Environment
Coordinator: Sara McNamara
St. Michael: 507-356-4280
stmichaeloffice@bevcomm.net
St. Paul: 507-

stpauls@hcinet.net

St. Paul/Minneapolis Arch-
diocese Victim Assistance
Program Hotline:

ST. P10 KNIGHTS
OF COLUMBUS

COUNCIL 16016 %ﬁ\?
JOINUS

Brother Knights of our Council
invite you to join us.
Contact Steve Kingsbury
612-207-3179

For Plot Information
Call the Parish Office
Church of St. Michael
Cemetery
507-356-4280
Church of St. Paul

Cemetery
507-732-5324"
Jo Pray Far Ouwr
Beloved Leparted.

732-5324

-4475
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