NEWS FROM SAINT MICHAEL AND SAINT PAUL

(from page 3) The teaching of the Church affirms the existence of Hell
and its eternity. Immediately after death the souls of those who die in a
state of mortal sin descend into Hell, where they suffer the punishments
of Hell, ‘eternal fire (DS 76; 409; 411; 801; 858; 1002; 1351; 1575;
Paul VI, CPG # 12).” The chief punishment of Hell is eternal separa-
tion from God, in Whom alone man can possess the life and happiness
for which he was created and for which he longs.

The affirmations of Sacred Scripture and the teachings of the Church
on the subject of Hell are a call to the responsibility incumbent upon
man to make use of his freedom in view of his eternal destiny. They are
at the same time an urgent call to conversion: ‘Enter by the narrow
gate; for the gate is wide and the way is easy, that leads to destruction,
and those who enter by it are many. For the gate is narrow and the way
is hard, that leads to life, and those who find it are few (Mt 7:13-14).”
Since we know neither the day nor the hour, we should follow the ad-
vice of the Lord and watch constantly so that, when the single course of
our earthly life is completed, we may merit to enter with Him into the
marriage feast and be numbered among the blessed, and not, like the
wicked and slothful servants, be ordered to depart into the eternal fire,
into the outer darkness where ‘men will weep and gnash their teeth
(Lumen Gentium 48; Mt 22:13; Heb 9:27; Mt 25:13, 26, 30, 31 46).”
God predestines no one to go to Hell (Council of Orange I — 529:
Council of Trent -1547); for this, a willful turning away from God (a
mortal sin) is necessary, and persistence in it until the end. In the Eu-
charistic liturgy and in the daily prayers of her faithful, the Church
implores the Mercy of God, who does not want “any to perish, but all to
come to repentance’ (2 Pet 3:9): Father, accept this offering from Your
whole family. Grant us Your Peace in this life, save us from final dam-
nation, and count us among those You have chosen.” (From Eucharistic
Prayer I).” (CCC 1033-1037) —>

Youth Group Event! All Youth, Grades 7-12, are invited for a
prayer, food, and game night Wednesday, November 29, from 6:30-
8:30pm at the Church of St. Michael, Pine Island. Fr. Kasel will
give a talk. All high school students and confirmation candidates
are invited to this youth event. Please RSVP to our parish offices.

Retirement Fund for Religious Collection: December 2-3
Thousands of senior Catholic sisters, brothers, and religious order
priests spent years working in Catholic schools, hospitals, and
agencies—often for little or no pay. Now, their religious communi-
ties do not have enough savings for retirement and eldercare. Your
gift to the Retirement Fund for Religious helps provide medica-
tions, nursing care, and more. Please be generous.

SAINT NICHOLAS: The Origin of Father Christmas returns to
Open Window Theatre in Inver Grove Heights, MN, December 1-
31. This critically acclaimed Advent & Christmas play met with
many sold-out shows and an extended run last December. This
year, admission also includes a 4,000 square foot indoor walk-
through Christmas display! Make NICHOLAS part of your Advent
and Christmas celebrations. Tickets & info are available at open-
windowtheatre.org or at 612-615-1515.
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Let us take time pray with our Lord Jesus on these realities and make

every effort through the Sacraments to befriend Him, especially
through Confession and the Holy Eucharist.

Through the intercession of the Mary, Queen of Heaven, St. Joseph, St.

Paul and St. Michael, may the Holy Spirit prepare us for Eternal Life!
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From Father Kasel

Praised be Jesus Christ through Mary!

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ Jesus,

During these last few weeks of our liturgical year, which ends with
the Solemnity of Christ, the King, on November 26, our Church
looks to the end of all things - the end of time on earth. This is tradi-
tionally a good time to reflect on the last four things we all must deal
with: death, judgment, Heaven and Hell. The following is a brief
presentation on each of these topics that may help you in a personal
meditation.

Death: it is certain that each of us will experience physical death.
At the time of death the soul or the basic source of life that animates
each human person separates from the body. This separation was
intended by our Creator when He made our first parents. Rather,
death is the consequence of Original Sin. The Catechism of the Cath-
olic Church teaches us:

““It is in regard to death that man's condition is most shrouded in
doubt (Gaudium et Spes 18).” In a sense bodily death is natural, but
for Faith it is in fact ‘the wages of sin” (Rom 6:23; Gen 2:17). For
those who die in Christ's grace it is a participation in the death of the
Lord, so that they can also share his Resurrection (Rom 6:3-9; Phil
3:10-11).

Death is the end of earthly life. Our lives are measured by time, in the
course of which we change, grow old and, as with all living beings on
earth, death seems like the normal end of life. That aspect of death
lends urgency to our lives: remembering our mortality helps us real-
ize that we have only a limited time in which to bring our lives to
fulfillment:

Remember also your Creator in the days of your youth, . . . before the
dust returns to the earth as it was, and the spirit returns to God who
gave it. (Eccl 12:1, 7)

Death is a consequence of sin. The Church's Magisterium, as authen-
tic interpreter of the affirmations of Scripture and Tradition, teaches
that death entered the world on account of man's sin. (Gen 2:17; 3:3;
3:19; Wis 1:13; Rom 5:12; 6:23) Even though man's nature is mortal
God had destined him not to die. Death was therefore contrary to the
plans of God the Creator and entered the world as a consequence of
sin. (Wis 2:23-24) ‘Bodily death, from which man would have been
immune had he not sinned’ is thus ‘the last enemy’ of man left to be
conquered. (Gaudium et Spes 18; 1 Cor 15:26)

Death is transformed by Christ. Jesus, the Son of God, also himself
suffered the death that is part of the human condition. Yet, despite his
anguish as he faced death, he accepted it in an act of complete and
free submission to his Father's will. (Mk 14:33-34; Heb 5:7-8) The
obedience of Jesus has transformed the curse of death into a blessing.
(Rom 5:19-21)

Because of Christ, Christian death has a positive meaning: ‘For to me
to live is Christ, and to die is gain.” (Phil 1:21) ‘The saying is sure: if
we have died with Him, we will also live with Him.” (2 Tim
2:11) What is essentially new about Christian death is this: through
Baptism, the Christian has already ‘died with Christ’ sacramentally,
in order to live a new life; and if we die in Christ's Grace, physical

Welcome to the Churches of

St. Paul &t

St. Michael

We are happy that you are here! If you are new to our parishes, please call or stop at
the Parish Office. We would love to meet you and answer any questions that you
might fiave!

SACRAMENTS
Confession - Saturday 4:00pm at St. Michael; Sunday 8:25am at St.
Paul and 8:00am before daily weekday Holy Mass at both parishes.
Baptism - Please contact the parish office.
Matrimony - Please call Father Kasel at least six months prior to make
arrangements.
Anointing of the Sick - This is for someone who is seriously ill, dealing
with major surgery or infirm. Please contact Father Kasel to make
arrangements.
WEEKEND HOLY MASS SCHEDULE:
Church of Saint Paul - Sunday Confessions at 8:25am, Rosary at
8:20am, Mass at 8:45am
Church of Saint Michael - Saturday Confessions at 4:00pm, Rosary at
4:35pm, Mass at 5:00pm
Church of Saint Michael - Sunday Mass at 7:00am, Rosary at 10:05am,
Mass at10:30am
WEEKDAY HOLY MASS SCHEDULE
Church of Saint Paul - Tuesday and Thursday
Confession 8am & Mass 8:30am, Rosary at 8:10am before Mass
Church of Saint Michael - Wednesday and Friday
Confession 8am and Mass 8:30am

death completes this ‘dying with Christ’ and so completes our incor-
poration into Him in His redeeming act:

1t is better for me to die in Christ Jesus than to reign over the ends of
the earth. Him it is I seek - Who died for us. Him it is I desire - Who
rose for us. I am on the point of giving birth ... Let me receive pure
Light; when I shall have arrived there, then shall I be a man. (St. Ig-
natius of Antioch, Ad Rom., 6, 1-2)

In death, God calls man to Himself. Therefore the Christian can expe-
rience a desire for death like St. Paul's: “My desire is to depart and be
with Christ.” (Phil 1:23) He can transform his own death into an act
of obedience and love towards the Father, after the example of
Christ... (Lk 23:46)” (CCC 1006-1011)

Judgment: after death each of us will undergo what is called the
particular judgment. Our Catechism teaches us:

“Death puts an end to human life as the time open to either accepting
or rejecting the Divine Grace manifested in Christ (2 Tim 1:9-10).
The New Testament speaks of judgment primarily in its aspect of the
final encounter with Christ in His second coming, but also repeatedly
affirms that each will be rewarded immediately after death in accord-
ance with his works and Faith. The parable of the poor man Lazarus
and the words of Christ on the Cross to the good thief, as well as other
New Testament texts speak of a final destiny of (continued on page 3)

Holy Masses for Thanksgiving: ,
8:30am on Thursday, Nov. 23, at St. Paul, Zumbrota ,*,‘ﬂ‘“‘
9:30am on Thursday, Nov. 23, at St. Michael, Pine Island :F

e
Collections will be taken at both churches for those in need. ﬁf‘ ‘
Let us thank God for all our blessings!

The next Holy Hour for Women will be Sunday, November 26, at
6pm at the Church of St. Michael. All women are invited!
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CHURCH OF SAINT MICHAEL NEWS

CHURCH OF ST. MICHAEL FAITH FORMATION
The next Faith Formation session will be on Wednesday,
:December 6, at the Church of St. Michael, Pine Island.

Topic 'for December: The Virtue of Docility

Below is the schedule:

6:00-6:30pm - Meal

6:35-7:25pm - Children Class/Parent & Adult Session

7:30-7:45pm - Church for Adoration
At 7:30pm all students, parents and teachers gather in the
gChurch for Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament and Benediction.
s
iOur program is open for all of our parishioners to attend and it
¢W|II benefit all ages! There will be separate presentations for

quulfs & youth.
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Cemetery Collection: There will be a second collection Novem-
ber 18-19 to provide for the upkeep of the St. Michael Cemetery.
Please be generous in remembering our beloved departed in prayer
and alms.
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Teach Us Good Lord
Teach us, good Lord, to serve You as You deserve; to give and not to
count the cost, to fight and not to heed the wounds, to toil and not to
seek for rest, to labor and not to ask for reward, except that of know-
ing that we are doing Your Will. Amen. By St. Ignatius of Layola

: Panthers Holiday Helpers Project:

i Dear Parishioners, Panthers Holiday Helpers Project needs
tyour help! This Christmas project collects gift donations for chil-

i dren in need from Pine Island and Oronoco. You may donate any

: of the following winter wears: hats, caps, scarves, mittens,

i snowpants, gloves, and/or face masks. These donations will go |
1 to both girls and boys, from birth to 18 years. Please consider mak- |
ting a donation to this worthy project. If you wish to make a mone- !
: tary donation, someone from the Church of St. Michael will shop

t for you. Families will be coming to the school to choose the items !
! for their children, so please do NOT wrap them. Please bring

: donations by December 3 and place in the box in the entryway.

Kitchen/Community Room Cleaning: All parishioners are en-
couraged to help clean the Church of St. Michael kitchen and
community room after the Holy Mass on Tuesday, November 21,
from 9:30 a.m. to noon. Many hands make light work!

TADORATION of the BLESSED SACRAMENT}
Can you spend an hour with Jesus¢ Adoration is held
at St. Paul, Zumbrota on Tuesdays from 9am-5pm
and St. Michael, Pine Island on Wednesdays
from Qam-5pm.

Institute of Catholic Culture Lecture Series:

Logos: The Quest for Wisdom and the Son of God

"The encounter between the Biblical message and Greek thought
did not happen by chance." —Pope Benedict XVI

The saving truth of revelation itself presupposed a human reason
that was open to the supernatural message. In God's providence,
Graeco-Roman philosophy provided a fit instrument for the early
Church, who at once purified and elevated natural reason into her
supernatural service. In this talk, we will consider the theological
reasons why the logic of the Incarnation presupposes certain philo-
sophical truths, which it elevates and redeems.

Details: Tuesday, November 28, Pre-Class Discussion:7:30PM EST,
Lecture: 8:00 PM EST Instructor: Matthew Minerd, Ph.D.
Registration is required. https://instituteofcatholicculture.org/events/logos

Pine Island Food Shelf: items requested for November: Canned
Meats (chicken, tuna, Spam, salmon, etc.)
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WEEKLY TITHING November 11-12, 2023
Sunday Envelopes: $ 3,156.00
Plate: $ 1,055.00
EFT: $ 925.00
Total: $ 5,136.00

CHURCH OF SAINT PAUL NEWS

50TH HOLIDAY TEA
o, + Saturday, December 2, 9:00a-11:30am !N‘*
at the Church of St. Michael, Pine Island %g
Baked items, Crafts, & Raffle items are available! "*:.,L
t Enjoy our Holiday Tea Table! :
¢ Ladies of the Parish: Please sign up to bring baked goods,
‘ and other food, and volunteer to work.

&f"

-=-=-:—=—"-'-=—=—:—':-E-:—':—:—:—:—:-E—:—:-ﬂ-:—:—:—ﬂ-:—':-ﬂ-:—:—:—ﬂ-:‘-:—:‘

Forgiveness Prayer

In the Holy Name of Jesus Christ, I willingly forgive anyone who
has hurt or harmed me (including N., N., N., etc.). I forgive them
with my whole heart and I ask God to bless them. (3 times) I
choose to let go of the lack of love I experienced in the actions of
(N., N., N., etc.). In the Holy Name of Jesus Christ, I ask that my
heart be filled with the Light and Love of the Holy Spirit. Amen.

WORDS TO LIVE BY:
“In all created things discern the Providence and Wisdom of God,
and in all things give Him thanks.” St. Teresa of Avila
“No duty is more urgent than that of returning thanks.” St. Ambrose
“Remember the past with gratitude. Live the present with enthusi-
asm. Look forward to the future with confidence.” St. John Paul 11
“The secret of happiness is to live moment by moment and to thank
God for what He is sending us every day in His goodness.” St.
Gianna Beretta Molla
“Gratitude is the first sign of a thinking, rational creature.” Bl.
Solanus Casey
“The best way to show my gratitude to God is to accept everything,
even my problems, with joy.” St. Theresa of Calcutta
“Jesus does not demand great action from us but simply surrender
and gratitude. ” St. Therése of Lisieux
“Get used to lifting your heart to God, in acts of thanksgiving, many
times a day.” St. Josemaria Escriva

HoLy MAss TIMES

Wednesday, November 22, 2023

8:00am Confessions/8:30am Holy Mass

9:00am-5:00pm Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament
Thursday, November 23, 2023

9:30am Latin Thanksgiving Day Holy Mass
Friday, November 24, 2023

8:00am Confessions/8:30am Holy Mass
Saturday, November 25, 2023

4:00pm-4:50pm Confessions

5:00pm Holy Mass
Sunday, November 26, 2023

7:00am Latin Holy Mass

10:30am Holy Mass

HoLY MASS INTENTIONS

November 22, 2023
November 23, 2023 Leah Monosmith

November 24, 2023 Gina Manahan (Barb Keehn)
November 25, 2023 {Rose Ann Zeller (Dorothy Edstrom)
November 26, 2023 Parishioners

November 26, 2023

Jon Schultz (Laurie Schultz)

Brian & Kelly Amiot (Mary Amiot) )

CHURCH OF ST. PAUL FAITH FORMATION
The next Faith Formation session will be on Wednesday,

‘ December 6, at the Church of St. Michael, Pine Island.
Topic for December: The Virtue of Docility

Below is the schedule:

6:00-6:30pm - Meal

6:35-7:25pm - Children Class/Parent & Adult Session

7:30-7:45pm - Church for Adoration
% At 7:30pm all students, parents and teachers gather in the
;EChurch for Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament and Benediction.:
X
§Our program is open for all of our parishioners to attend and it
Ewill benefit all ages! There will be separate presentations for
Z adults & youth.
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(From Father Kasel, from page 1) the soul - a destiny which can be
different for some and for others (Lk 16:22; 23:43; Mt 16:26; 2 Cor
5:8; Phil 1:23; Heb 9:27; 12:23).
Each man receives his eternal retribution in his immortal soul at the
very moment of his death, in a particular judgment that refers his life
to Christ: either entrance into the blessedness of Heaven - through a
purification (Council of Lyons II - 1274; Council of Florence - 1439;
Council of Trent -1563) or immediately (Benedict XII, Benedictus
Deus - 1336; John XXII, Ne super his — 1334) - or immediate and
everlasting damnation (Benedict XII, Benedictus Deus — 1336).
‘At the evening of life, we shall be judged on our love’ (St. John of
the Cross).” (CCC 1021-1022)
Heaven: this is part of what our Catechism states about Heaven:
“Those who die in God's Grace and friendship and are perfectly puri-
fied live for ever with Christ. They are like God for ever, for they ‘see
Him as He is,” face to face (Jn 3:2; 1 Cor 13:12; Rev 22:4):
By virtue of our apostolic authority, we define the following: Accord-
ing to the general disposition of God, the souls of all the saints... and
other faithful who died after receiving Christ's holy Baptism
(provided they were not in need of purification when they died, ... or,
if they then did need or will need some purification, when they have
been purified after death, ...) already before they take up their bodies
again and before the general judgment - and this since the Ascension
of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ into Heaven - have been, are and
will be in Heaven, in the heavenly Kingdom and celestial Paradise
with Christ, joined to the company of the Holy Angels. Since the Pas-
sion and death of our Lord Jesus Christ, these souls have seen and do
see the Divine Essence with an intuitive vision, and even face to face,
without the mediation of any creature (Pope Benedict XII - 1336).
This perfect life with the Most Holy Trinity - this communion of life
and love with the Trinity, with the Virgin Mary, the Angels and all the
blessed - is called ‘Heaven.” Heaven is the ultimate end and fulfill-
ment of the deepest human longings, the state of supreme, definitive
happiness.” (CCC 1023 - 1024)
Hell: here is what our Catechism teaches on Hell:
“We cannot be united with God unless we freely choose to love Him.
But we cannot love God if we sin gravely against Him, against our
neighbor or against ourselves: ‘He who does not love remains in death.
Anyone who hates his brother is a murderer, and you know that no
murderer has eternal life abiding in him (1 Jn 3:14-15).” Our Lord
warns us that we shall be separated from Him if we fail to meet the
serious needs of the poor and the little ones who are His brethren (Mt
25:31-46). To die in mortal sin without repenting and accepting God's
merciful love means remaining separated from Him forever by our
own free choice. This state of definitive self-exclusion from commun-
ion with God and the blessed is called ‘Hell.’
Jesus often speaks of ‘Gehenna’ of ‘the unquenchable fire’ reserved
for those who to the end of their lives refuse to believe and be convert-
ed, where both soul and body can be lost (Mt 5:22, 29; 10:28; 13:42,
50; Mk 9:43-48). Jesus solemnly proclaims that He ‘will send His
Angels, and they will gather... all evil doers, and throw them into the
furnace of fire (Mt 13:41-42),” and that He will pronounce the con-
demnation: ‘Depart from me, you cursed, into the eternal fire (Mt
25:41)0 (continued on page 4)
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WEEKLY TITHING November 12, 2023

Sunday Envelopes: $ 1,470.00
Plate: $ 153.00
Total: $ 1,223.00

Cemetery Collection: There will be a second collection Sunday,
November 19, to provide for the upkeep of the St. Paul Cemetery.
Please be generous in remembering our beloved departed in prayer
and alms.

| Please pray for the repose of the soul of Helen Leifeld (mother of | i
I Gene Leifeld, parishioner), who passed away November 14, 2023.
¢ | “Eternal rest grant unto her, O Lord; and let perpetual light shine
| upon her. May she rest in peace. Amen. May her soul and all the
|
|

©n

ouls of the faithful departed, through the Mercy of God, rest in

eace. Amen.

Church of St. Paul CCW Meeting: All women are
invited. Please join us and share your input—
we heed your help! Tuesday, December 5:

6:00 p.m. Holy Mass, 6:30 p.m. Meeting

: 2023 Holiday Community Collection i
{ We will again be participating in the Zumbrota Holiday communi- !
 ty collection for families in need. Suggested items are gift cards !
£ ($20 increments), paper products, hygiene products, winter gear,

- and laundry detergent. Reminder notes are available on the board :
- in the vestibule. Return items to the office or the vestibule by

: December 3.

{ Thank you for your generosity in sharing God's gifts with those in

: need. May our gifts show God's love for them this Christmas. Please
- contact Maggie Eggerichs at 507-951-2316 with any questions.

. 3

PRO-LIFE QUOTE:
“The Gospel of Life is not for believers alone: it is for everyone. The
issue of life and its defense and promotion is not a concern of the
Christian alone. Although faith provides special light and strength,
this question arises in every human conscience which seeks the truth
and which cares about the future of humanity. Life certainly has a
sacred and religious value, but in no way is that value a concern only
of believers. The value at stake is one which every human being can
grasp by the light of reason; thus it necessarily concerns everyone.”
- Pope John Paul Il

Birthright fundraisers!
Sunday, November 19, Sorellina’s Restaurant in Rochester
1155 16th St. SW, Rochester, MN 55902 (by Apache Mall).
Mention “Birthright” to your server and Sorellina’s will do-
nate 25% of every dine in or carry out ticket to Birthright of
Rochester.

Sunday, December 3, Victoria’s Ristorante in Rochester, 7 1st
Ave SW, Rochester, MN 55902. Mention “Birthright” to your
server and Victoria’s will donate 25% of every dine in or car-
ry out, food or drinks, ticket to Birthright of Rochester.

HoLy MAss TIMES

Tuesday, November 21, 2023

8:00am Confessions/8:30am Holy Mass

9:00am-5:00pm Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament
Thursday, November 23, 2023

8:00am Confessions/8:30am Thanksgiving Day Holy Mass
Sunday, November 26, 2023

8:20am Rosary/8:25am Confessions

8:45am Holy Mass

HoLY MASS INTENTIONS l@@-{@
November 21, 2023 Salvacion Alpichi & flsabel Solis (T&J Meyer)
November 23, 2023 {Frances Kronebusch (Karen Hodgman)
November 26, 2023 Parishioners




