NEWS FROM SAINT MICHAEL AND SAINT PAUL

(from page 1) was visiting the United States and learned of this new
custom started by Ms. Michael. When she returned to France she made
artificial red poppies to raise money for war orphaned children and
widowed women. This tradition spread to other countries. In 1921, the
Franco-American Children’s League sold poppies nationally to benefit
war orphans of France and Belgium. The League disbanded a year
later and Madam Guerin approached the VFW for help.

Shortly before Memorial Day in 1922 the VFW became the first veter-
ans’ organization to nationally sell poppies. Two years later their
‘Buddy’ Poppy program was selling artificial poppies made by disa-
bled veterans. In 1948 the US Post Office honored Ms. Michael for her
role in founding the National Poppy movement by issuing a red 3 cent
postage stamp with her likeness on it.”

In 2000, a government resolution was passed to promote a ‘National
Moment of Remembrance’ for our fallen soldiers. The designated
time for the remembrance is 3:00pm local time, throughout our coun-
try. This moment was designated “to voluntarily and informally ob-
serve in their own way a Moment of Remembrance and Respect, paus-
ing from whatever they are doing for a moment of silence or listening
to ‘Taps’.”

This practice is a commendable way for us to join with many others in
a concrete act of honoring and remembering our fallen soldiers.

I encourage all our parishioners to make time for Holy Mass on Me-
morial Day. Please see in this bulletin the various times for Holy
Mass!

Through the intercession of Mary, the Queen of Heaven, St. Joseph,
St. Michael and St. Paul, may God bless all our parishioners and, in a
special way, all those serve our country as soldiers, police, fire fight-
ers, and emergency responders!

FORMED: Grow in faith this summer by journeying with the
Saints! Formed is celebrating heavenly friends this summer with a
new initiative called Summer with the Saints. This free journey with
the saints offers two tracks, one geared toward families with young
children and one geared toward adults. Both tracks provide weekly
opportunities to celebrate saints’ feast days with movies and shows on
Formed, and the family track includes related activities that kids of all
ages will enjoy. Individuals and families can keep it simple by
participating in Summer with the Saints, where they will be inspired
by stories of holy men and women who loved God no matter the
season. The journey begins June 1, and continues through the end
of August! All you holy saints of God, pray for us!

To sign up, visit: https://formed.org/summer-with-the-saints?
utm_campaign=12817297

To start a free FORMED account through our parishes, just
follow these easy steps: 1.Visit: signup.formed.org 2. Enter your
parish zip code or name (St. Michael 55963 or St. Paul 55992)

3. Grow in our Catholic Faith!

Prayer to the Virgin Mary: My Queen, my Mother, I give myself
entirely to you, and to show my devotion to you, I consecrate to you
this day my eyes, my ears, my mouth, my heart, my entire self with-

out reserve. As I am your own, my good Mother, guard me and de-

fend me as your property and possession. Amen.

Prayer for the Visitation of the Blessed Virgin Mary, May 31
Almighty ever-living God, who, while the Blessed Virgin Mary was carrying
your Son in her womb, inspired her to visit Elizabeth, grant us, we pray,
that, faithful to the promptings of the Spirit, we may magnify your greatness
with the Virgin Mary at all times. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, God, forever
and ever.

May 25, 2025 Sixth Sunday of Easter

Father Randal Kasel, Pastor frkasel@bevcomm.net
Josefina Meyer L Sara McNamara, Staff
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In Christ through Mary,
Fr. Kasel
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Pickup and limited delivery available (507) 458-2175 |209 NW 1st Ave. Pine Island, MN
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Communities

Safe Environment: The Archdiocese of St. Paul/
Minneapolis requires all volunteers who interact with mi-
nors or vulnerable adults to complete the Essential 3
(background check, Code of Conduct, and VIRTUS train-
ing) before beginning their service, and to renew every
three years while serving. Please contact the Safe Envi-
ronment Coordinator for details on how to register for a
VIRTUS class, complete the Essential 3, or do updates.

Parish Safe Environment
Coordinator: Sara McNamara
St. Michael: 507-356-4280
stmichaeloffice@bevcomm.net
St. Paul: 507-732-5324
stpauls@hcinet.net

St. Paul/Minneapolis Arch-
diocese Victim Assistance
Program Hotline:

(651) 291-4475

ST. PIOo KNIGHTS

OF COLUMBUS b,
COUNCIL 16016

JOIN US
Brother Knights of our Council
invite you to join us.
Contact the Parish Office
visit: www.kofc.org/join

M&RrFINANCIAL

Accountants that you can trust
Yasmine Ramirez CPA, MBA
718-825-8196
yramirez@mrfinancialsolution.com
Fractional CFO, Consulting, Budg-

eting, Accounting, Bookkeeping
Corporate, & Individual tax returns

From Father Kasel

Praised be Jesus Christ through Mary!

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ Jesus,

This Monday is Memorial Day. This is a very special day during
which we honor and remember our fellow Americans who gave their
lives fighting on behalf of our Nation. It is difficult to know the
greatness of the debt we owe to our fallen soldiers. We have many
freedoms, privileges and blessings that we enjoy on a daily basis
because of their choice to sacrifice their lives. The least we can do, I
think, is to understand Memorial Day better and to pray for our
brothers and sisters who sacrificed so much for us.

Here is a brief history of this day taken from
www.usmemorialday.org:

“Memorial Day started off as a somber day of remembrance; a day
when Americans went to cemeteries and placed flags or flowers on
the graves of our war dead. It was a day to remember ancestors,
family members, and loved ones who gave the ultimate sacrifice.
But now, too many people “celebrate” the day without more than a
casual thought to the purpose and meaning of the day. How do we
honor the 1.8 million that gave their life for America since 1775?
How do we thank them for their sacrifice? We believe Memorial
Day is one day to remember.

Memorial Day, originally called Decoration Days, is a day of remem-
brance for those who have died in service of the United States of
America. Over two dozen cities and towns claim to be the birthplace
of Memorial Day. While Waterloo N.Y. was officially declared the
birthplace of Memorial Day by President Lyndon Johnson in May
1966, it’s difficult to prove conclusively the origins of the day.
Regardless of the exact date or location of its origins, one thing is
clear — Memorial Day was borne out of the Civil War and a desire to
honor our dead. It was officially proclaimed on 5 May 1868 by Gen-
eral John Logan, national commander of the Grand Army of the
Republic, in his General Order No. 11. “The 30th of May, 1868, is
designated for the purpose of strewing with flowers, or otherwise
decorating the graves of comrades who died in defense of their
country during the late rebellion, and whose bodies now lie in al-
most every city, village and hamlet churchyard in the land,” he pro-
claimed. The date of Decoration Day, as he called it, was chosen
because it wasn’t the anniversary of any particular battle.

On the first Decoration Day, General James Garfield made a speech
at Arlington National Cemetery, and 5,000 participants decorated
the graves of the 20,000 Union and Confederate soldiers buried
there.

The first state to officially recognize the holiday was New York in
1873. By 1890 it was recognized by all of the northern states. The
South refused to acknowledge the day, honoring their dead on sepa-
rate days until after World War I (when the holiday changed from
honoring just those who died fighting in the Civil War to honoring
Americans who died fighting in any war). It is now celebrated in
almost every state on the last Monday in May with Congressional
passage of the National Holiday Act of 1971...

In 1915, inspired by the poem “In Flanders Fields,” Moina Michael
replied with her own poem: We cherish too, the Poppy red, That
grows on fields where valor led, It seems to signal to the skies, That

Welcome to the Churches of

St. Paul &
St. Michael

We are happy that you are here! If you are new to our parishes, please call or stop at the
Parish Office. We would love to meet you and answer any questions that you might have!

SACRAMENTS
Confession - Saturday 4:00pm at St. Michael; Sunday 8:25am at St. Paul and
8:00am before daily weekday Holy Mass at both parishes.
Baptism - Please contact the parish office.
Matrimony - Please call Father Kasel at least six months prior to make
arrangements.
Anointing of the Sick - This is for someone who is seriously ill, dealing with major
surgery or infirm. Please contact Father Kasel to make arrangements.
WEEKEND HOLY MASS SCHEDULE:
Church of Saint Paul - Sunday Confessions at 8:25am, Rosary at 8:20am, Mass
at 8:45am
Church of Saint Michael - Saturday Confessions at 4:00pm, Rosary at 4:35pm,
Mass at 5:00pm
Church of Saint Michael - Sunday Mass at 7:00am, Rosary at 10:05am, Mass
at10:30am
WEEKDAY HOLY MASS SCHEDULE
Church of Saint Paul - Tuesday and Thursday
Confession 8am & Mass 8:30am, Rosary at 8:10am before Mass
Church of Saint Michael - Wednesday and Friday
Confession 8am and Mass 8:30am

blood of heroes never dies. She then conceived of an idea to wear red
poppies on Memorial day in honor of those who died serving the na-
tion during war. She was the first to wear one, and sold poppies to her
friends and co-workers with the money going to benefit servicemen
in need. Later a Madam Guerin from France (continued on page 4)

Memorial Day—Monday, May 26
8:00am Latin Holy Mass at St. Michael gote cartier time)
9:30am Prayers at the St. Michael Cemetery

11:30am Holy Mass at St. Rose, Cherry Grove
(8778 County Highway 11 Blvd., Kenyon, MN 55946)
City of Pine Island Memorial Day Events:

Processional to Main Street Bridge: 10:45am

Pine Island Cemetery Service: 11:00 am

Speakers and music will be featured during the service. A picnic for all
will follow the morning services at the Legion Hall. Free-will donations.
City of Zumbrota Memorial Day Events:

Parade: 10:00am

Zumbrota Cemetery Service: following parade (approximately 10:30am)
Potluck: after cemetery service at the Zumbrota VFW

Congratulations, Father Kasel,

on your 20™ Anniversary of Ordination!
All are invited to join in celebrating with Fr. Kasel on
June 1, 2025, 4 - 9pm at the Church of St. Michael!
Hamburgers and hot dogs will be provided. St. Michael
parishioners, please bring a salad or other dish to pass.
St. Paul parishioners, please bring a dessert. Gifts of spiritual bou-
quets are encouraged. Let us give thanks to God in prayer for Fr.
Kasel, especially on May 28, the anniversary date of his ordina-
tion. Thank you!

The next Holy Hour for Women will be Sunday, May 25, at
6:00pm at the Church of St. Michael. Topic: Pope Leo XIV and
current events in the Church. All women are invited!
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CHURCH OF SAINT MICHAEL NEWS

Holy Spirit Novena: This month, instead of the novena
beginning on June 1 as usual, please pray it from Fri-
day, May 30, to Saturday, June 7, in preparation for
the Solemnity of Pentecost on June 8.

Follow the Path of Our Lord
“If anyone wishes to come after Me, let him deny himself, take up
his Cross and follow Me. The Lord's command seems difficult
and painful: that anyone who wishes to follow Him must deny
himself. But His command is not really difficult or painful, since
He Himself helps us to do what He commands. For the verse of
the psalm addressed to Him was truly spoken: Because of the
words of Your lips I have abided by hard ways. True also are His
own words: My yoke is mild and My burden is light. For Love
makes easy whatever is difficult in His commands.
What does it mean, let him take up his own cross? It means he
must endure many things that are painful; that is the way he must
follow Me. When he begins to follow Me in my life and My
teachings, many will contradict him, try to stop him, or dissuade
him, even those who call themselves Christ's disciples. It was
they who walked with Christ that tried to stop the blind men from
calling out to Him. So if you wish to follow Christ, you will take
these threats of flattery or any kind of obstacle and fashion them
into the Cross; you must endure it, carry it, and not give way un-
der it. And so in this world that is the Church, a world of the
good, the reconciled, and the saved, or rather, those destined for
salvation, but already saved by Hope, as it is written, by Hope we
are saved, in this world of the Church, which completely follows
Christ, He has said to everyone: If anyone wishes to follow Me, let
him deny himself.
This is not a command for virgins to obey and brides to ignore,
for widows and not for married women, for monks and not for
married men, or for the clergy and not for the laity. No, the
whole Church, the entire body, all the members in their distinct
and varied functions, must follow Christ. She who is totally
unique, the dove, the spouse who was redeemed and dowered by
the Blood of her Bridegroom, is to follow Him. There is a place
in the Church for the chastity of the virgin, for the continence of
the widow, and for the modesty of the married. Indeed, all her
members have their place, and this is where they are to follow
Christ, in their function and in their way of life. They must deny
themselves, that is, they must not presume on their own
strength. They must take up their Cross by enduring in the world
for Christ's sake whatever pain the world brings.
Let them love Him who alone can neither deceive nor be de-
ceived, who alone will not fail them. Let them love Him because
His promises are True. Faith sometimes falters because He does
not reward us immediately. But hold out, be steadfast, endure,
bear the delay, and you have carried the Cross.”
(From a sermon by St. Augustine, Bishop)
e

Institute of Catholic Culture Lecture Series:
CATHOLICISM AND THE SLAVE TRADE: The True Story
Have you ever wondered how the Church navigated one of histo-
ry’s darkest eras? This lecture will examine the Church’s re-
sponse to enslavement during the era of the slave trade. It will
examine this complex and, at times, contradictory history, by
highlighting key figures in the debates, especially the Spanish
Dominican Bartolomé de Las Casas, and the papal documents
that were promulgated in response. The session will conclude
with a discussion of Pope Gregory XVI’s In Supremo Apostola-
tus (1839), offering a historical epilogue that emphasizes the de-
velopment of the Church’s commitment to justice and human
dignity. Details: Thursday, June 12, 2025
Pre-Class Discussion: 7:30pm EST  Lecture: 8:00pm EST
Instructor: Rev. David J. Endres, Ph.D. Registration is required.
Visit: https:/instituteofcatholicculture.org/events/slave-trade?

Pine Island Food Shelf: items requested for May: Condiments:
ketchup, mustard, salad dressings, mayo

WEEKLY TITHING May 17-18, 2025

Sunday Envelopes: $ 2,140.00

Plate: $ 1,429.05

EFT: $ 3.480.00

Total: $ 7,049.05

Kitui Mission Collection: $ 58.00
Come, Holy Spirit!

Congratulations to the students from our parish who were
Confirmed on Sunday, May 18, at the Cathedral of Saint Paul.
May God bless you!

Max Apel
Miles Aug
Sophia Holmstadt
Elizabeth Koelsch
Felicity Lorentz
John Lorentz
Julia Stanton
Please keep the youth of our parish in your prayers!

CHURCH OF SAINT PAUL NEWS

Calling all bookworms! Join the Catholic Authors Book Study. We
rotate between spiritual books, literature, and writings of Doctors of
the Church. On Tuesday, June 10, we will discuss Hinds' Feet On
High Places by Hannah Hurnard. We meet every 2-3 weeks, usually
on Tuesdays from 7-8:30 pm in Rochester. Join us! See https:/
archspm. groupvitals.com/groupfinder/profile/72459 or call parish office.

St. Michael's Garden Plots Available ‘
Need a place to plant a garden this year? There are six, 10'x20' plots
iavailable on a first come, first served basis. Plots are tilled and ready
for spring planting. Call or text Andy Drees at 952-465-9841.

Ordlnatlon to the Priesthood

Date: Saturday, May 31 at 10am-11:30am

Location: Cathedral of St. Paul, St. Paul/livestream (Facebook & YouTube)
All are welcome to attend the Presbyteral Ordination at the Cathedral of
St. Paul. Six seminarians in the Theology IV class from the Archdio-
cese of St. Paul and Minneapolis are scheduled to be ordained to the
Priesthood of Jesus Christ! The ordination will be aired on Metro Chan-
nel 6 and livestreamed at cathedralsaintpaul.org.

HoLy MAss TIMES

Archdiocesan Passport Adventure: We are 175 years strong!
Catholics around the world are marking 2025 as a Year of Jubi-
lee, while at the same time we as an Archdiocese celebrate 175
years since our founding on July 19, 1850.

Archbishop Hebda invites you to become an Archdiocesan Jubi-
lee Pilgrim:

e Go to https://www.archspm.org/passport/ for more information
and to download and print your passport.

e From now through Sunday, October 12, try to visit seven par-
ishes other than your own, much as Saint Philip Neri led the
faithful of his day to seven churches in Rome. You could pray for
one of the seven gifts of the Holy Spirit at each church.

e Among the seven churches, try to visit our two Jubilee co-
cathedral churches: the Cathedral of Saint Paul and the Basilica
of Saint Mary. Look for the Jubilee Cross in each of them.

o Perhaps visit our oldest Church of Saint Peter in Mendota and
one of our newest churches. Saint Katherine Drexel in Ramsey is
just about to be consecrated and St. Elizabeth Ann Seton in Has-
tings has just been renovated.

o Try to participate in a Mass that might expand your personal
experience of liturgy—perhaps with our Maronite or Byzantine
brothers and sisters, with one of our immigrant communities,
with one of our Traditional Latin Mass communities, with the
Catholic deaf community or with the University students at Saint
Lawrence in Dinkytown.

e Join us Sunday, October 12 for one of the morning Masses at

the Cathedral and for an Ice Cream Social.

WEEKLY TITHING May 18, 2025

Sunday Envelopes: $ 1,130.00
Plate: $ 174.00
EFT: $ 1.000.00
Total: $  2,304.00

A Memorial Day Prayer:

O Most Holy Trinity: Father, Son and Holy Spirit, as
our nation pauses to remember those members of the
military who have sacrificed their lives to preserve the
freedoms we enjoy, we pray that You grant us the
grace to be grateful each day for your Providence and .
Goodness to our country. May we each day seek from \
you the strength and wisdom to love You above all and
generously serve others out of love for You. We ask You to bless the
members of our Armed Forces and their families with your love.
Grant them safety through Your unfailing protection. May Your
peace prevail between all nations. By Your mercy we ask You to
forgive our sins and bring our hearts to acknowledge with thanksgiv-
ing Your past goodness on our country. If it be Your Holy Will, pre-
serve the lives of the men and women in uniform as they defend us.
Most of all, we ask that You would turn the hearts of all-military and
civilian — toward You and that we, as one nation, under You, our
God, may daily find the true peace that can only come from You.
Keep us in Your care in the days ahead. Grant us the grace we need
to glorify You in all we do and to readily share with others the love
You have so generously shown to us. We ask this through Christ our
Lord. Amen.

Monday, May 26, 2025 Memorial Day

8:00am Latin Holy Mass (note earlier time)
Wednesday, May 28, 2025

8:00am Confessions/8:30am Holy Mass

9:00am-5:00pm Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament
Thursday, May 29, 2025

5:30pm Latin Holy Mass (Ascension Thursday)

Friday, May 30, 2025

8:00am Confessions/8:30am Holy Mass
Saturday, May 31, 2025

4:00pm-4:50pm Confessions

5:00pm Holy Mass
Sunday, June 1, 2025

7:00am Latin Holy Mass

10:30am Holy Mass

HoLY MASS INTENTIONS

May 26, 2025 {Souls in Purgatory

May 28, 2025 Fr. Kasel

May 29, 2025 Charles Slater

May 30, 2025 Dale Oolman (Eric & Laurie Schultz)
May 31, 2025 Special Intentions

June 1, 2025 Eric & Dawn Berns family

June 1, 2025 Parishioners

WORDS TO LIVE BY:

“Am I not here, I, who am your Mother? Are you not under my shadow
and protection? Am I not the source of your joy? Are you not in the hol-
low of my mantle, in the crossing of my arms? Do you need anything
more? Let nothing else worry you or disturb you.” Our Lady of Guadalupe
to St. Juan Diego

“No matter how sinful one may have been, if he has devotion to Mary, it is
impossible that he be lost.” St. Hilary of Poitiers

“Only after the last judgment will Mary get any rest, from now until then,
she is much too busy with her children.” St. John Vianney

“Hail, Mother of God and of us all, ‘Heaven,’ where God dwells,
‘Throne,”’ from which our Lord dispenses all Grace, ‘fair Daughter, Vir-
gin, honor, glory and firmament of our Church,’ assiduously pray to Jesus
that in the day of judgment we may find Mercy through thee, and receive
the reward prepared by God for those who Love Him” St. John Chrysostom
“Love the Madonna and pray the Rosary, for her Rosary is the weapon
against the evils of the world today. All Graces given by God pass
through the Blessed Mother.” St. Padre Pio

“How many times I have entrusted to this Mother (the Virgin Mary) the
painful anxieties of my heart. And how many times she has consoled

me. With what great attention she accompanied me to the altar this morn-
ing. It seemed to me that she had nothing else to think about but me, fill-
ing my heart with holy sentiments. [ felt a mysterious fire in my heart,
which I could not understand. 1 felt the need to put ice on it in order to
extinguish the fire that was consuming me.” St. Padre Pio

“A son of the Immaculate Heart of Mary...is a man who unceasingly ex-
pends himself to light the fire of Divine Love in the world. Nothing stops
him.” St. Anthony Mary Claret

AN INVITATION FROM JESUS
Do you have no regular commitments during weekday
mornings? Are you interested in growing in love with the
B\ One who loves you most - Jesus? Consider coming to Holy
Mass on weekdays! Holy Mass, Confession and the Holy
Rosary are offered Tuesday through Friday at our parishes.
Come to sanctify your weekdays with Jesus - He is waiting for you!

Pro-life Fundraiser for First Choice Clinic: 5K Run & Walk at 8:30am,
Saturday, June 14, 2025 at Baypoint Park, Redwing, MN. The registration is
now open for our 19t annual 5K. Register at https:/ffirstchoiceclinic.org/
friends-of-first-choice/events/ or call 651-267-4357. Registration/T-shirt fees
are $35 per person. No refunds. (Register by May 31 to receive a t-shirt).
Same day registrations welcome! Bring the family! Kids activities planned.

Holy Spirit Novena: This month, instead of the novena
beginning on June 1 as usual, please pray it from Fri-
day, May 30, to Saturday, June 7, in preparation for
the Solemnity of Pentecost on June 8.

PRO-LIFE QUOTES:

"Human life must be respected and protected absolutely from the
moment of conception. From the first moment of his existence, a
human being must be recognized as having the rights of a person -
among which is the inviolable right of every innocent being to
life." Catechism of the Catholic Church 2270

“As a gift to humanity, which sometimes seems bewildered and
overwhelmed by the power of evil, selfishness, and fear, the Risen
Lord offers His love that pardons, reconciles, and reopens hearts to
love. It is a love that converts hearts and gives peace. How much
the world needs to understand and accept Divine Mercy! Lord, who
reveals the Father’s love by Your death and Resurrection, we be-
lieve in You and confidently repeat to You today: Jesus, I trust in
You, have mercy upon us and upon the whole world.” St. John Paul
1I, Regina Caeli prepared for Divine Mercy Sunday, April 3, 2005.

“You have been my guide since I was first formed...from my moth-
er’s womb you are my God” Psalm 22:10-11

HoLy MAss TIMES

Tuesday, May 27, 2025

8:00am Confessions/8:30am

9:00am-5:00pm Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament
Thursday, May 29, 2025

8:00am Confessions/8:30am Holy Mass
Sunday, June 1, 2025

8:20am Rosay/8:25am Confessions

8:45am Holy Mass

HoLY MASS INTENTIONS

May 27, 2025 Vietnamese families’ intentions
May 29, 2025 fEllen Fritz (Dan & Annette Fritz) 7
June 1, 2025 Parishioners \@?{/a-[
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