
Welcome  to  the  Churches  of 

We are happy that you are here!  If you are new to our  parishes, please 

call or stop at the Parish Office. We would love to meet you and answer  

any questions that you might have! 
SACRAMENTS 

Confession - Saturday 4:00pm at St. Michael; Sunday 8:25am at St. 
Paul and 8:00am before daily weekday Holy Mass at both parishes. 
Baptism - Please contact the parish office.  
Matrimony - Please call Father Kasel at least six months prior to 
make arrangements.  
Anointing of the Sick - This is for someone who is seriously ill, dealing 
with major surgery or infirm. Please contact Father Kasel to make 
arrangements. 
WEEKEND HOLY MASS SCHEDULE:  
Church of Saint Paul - Sunday  Confessions at 8:25am, Rosary at 
8:20am, Mass at 8:45am  
Church of Saint Michael - Saturday  Confessions at 4:00pm,  Rosary 
at 4:35pm, Mass at 5:00pm   
Church of Saint Michael - Sunday  Mass at 7:00am, Rosary at 
10:05am, Mass at10:30am 
WEEKDAY HOLY MASS SCHEDULE  
Church of Saint Paul - Tuesday and Thursday   
Confession 8am & Mass 8:30am, Rosary at 8:10am before Mass  
Church of Saint Michael - Wednesday and Friday   
Confession 8am and Mass 8:30am  

Father Randal Kasel, Pastor  frkasel@bevcomm.net 

Josefina Meyer & Sara McNamara, Staff  
CHURCH OF ST. PAUL  749 South Main St.,  Zumbrota, MN 55992   
Office: 732-5324 Fax: (507) 732-5347  Email: stpauls@hcinet.net  
OFFICE HOURS: Tues & Thurs 9am-noon,1-5pm, Wed Closed, Fri 9am-noon 

CHURCH OF ST. MICHAEL 451 5th St. SW,  Pine Island, MN 55963  
Office: 356-4280 Fax: (507)356-2080 Email: stmichaeloffice@bevcomm.net 

OFFICE HOURS: Tues-Thurs 9am-noon &1pm-5pm, Fri 9am-noon 

Website: http://www.stpaulstmichael.com 
BULLETIN ARTICLE DEADLINE  All articles for the bulletin are due by noon on 
Wednesday. Please e-mail Saint Paul articles to stpauls@hcinet.net and Saint 
Michael articles to stmichaeloffice@bevcomm.net. The business office reserves 
the right to edit articles as time and space allows.   

 St. Michael 

St. Paul  &    

From Father Kasel  
Praised be Jesus Christ through Mary! 
Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ Jesus, 
During this month of September, Catholics are encouraged to 
grow in our devotion to the Triumph of the Holy Cross of our 
Lord Jesus (September 14) and the Sorrows of the Blessed Vir-
gin Mary (September 15). Next Saturday, September 23, we 
celebrate the feast of St. Padre Pio.  I encourage you to have 
devotion to this great Saint! Here is more information on St. 
Padre Pio: 
“Padre Pio was born on May 25, 1887 in Pietrelcina, southern 
Italy. He was tutored privately until his entry to the novitiate of 
the Capuchin Friars at the age of 15. Of feeble health but strong 
will, with the help of Grace, he completed the required studies 
and was ordained a priest in 1910. 
On September 20, 1918 the five wounds of our Lord’s passion 
appeared on his body, making him the first stigmatized priest in 
the history of the Catholic Church. Countless persons were at-
tracted to his confessional and many more received his saintly 
counsel and spiritual guidance through correspondence. 
His whole life was marked by long hours of prayer and continu-
al austerity. His letters to his spiritual directors reveal the ineffa-
ble suffering, physical and spiritual, which accompanied him all 
through his life. They also reveal his deep union with God, his 
burning love for the Blessed Eucharist and Our Blessed Lady. 
On January 9, 1940, Padre Pio announced his grandiose plans 
to develop a Home for the Relief of Suffering (the Casa Sol-
lievo della Sofferenza). The Casa opened its doors on May 5, 
1956 as a 300 bed facility, built on the small, sincere and spon-
taneous donations and prayers of his followers. He also devel-
oped an international network of prayer groups for the support 
of the Casa and its ministry that continues to live on and grow 
today. 
Padre Pio considered the Casa Sollievo Della Sofferenza (Casa) 
his ‘Work’, inspired and blessed by God, to be a haven of relief 
from suffering for all of God’s children in pain in body or soul. 
It is a model community of Catholic Christian health delivery, 
and has grown into a regional referral center of international 
renown. Today, with over 1,000 beds and services comparable 
to most academic research centers of excellence, the Casa is 
thriving by God’s graces in one of the most remote, desolate 
and poorest areas of Italy… atop Mount Gargano, four hours 
from Rome. 
Worn out by over half a century of intense suffering and con-
stant apostolic activity in San Giovanni Rotondo, Padre Pio was 
called to his heavenly reward on September 23, 1968. After a 
public funeral, which attracted over 100,000 mourners, his 
body was entombed in the crypt of Our Lady of Grace Church. 

Increasing numbers flock to his tomb from all parts of the world 
and many testify to spiritual and temporal Graces received. 
On the 16th of February 1973, the Archbishop of Manfredonia, 
Msgr. Valentino Vailati, consigned the documentation to the 
Sacred Congregation of the Causes of Saints so as to obtain the 
‘nihil obstat’ for the beginning of the process of his Beatifica-
tion. 
On December 18, 1997, by the reading of the decree on the he-
roic virtues, the Holy Father St. John Paul II declared Padre Pio 
‘Venerable.’ (Padre Pio was beatified by Pope St. John Paul II 
on  May 2, 1999 at the Basilica of St. Peter in the Vatican.)  On 
June 16, 2002, over 500,000 Padre Pio devotees gathered in 
Rome to witness Pope St. John Paul II proclaim Padre Pio, 
‘Saint Pio of Pietrelcina’.” (https://saintpiofoundation.org) 
Through the intercession of the Holy Name of Mary, St. Joseph, 
St. Paul, St. Michael and St. Padre Pio, may God bless our fami-
lies and all our parishioners with His Peace and Joy! 
In Christ through Mary, 
Fr. Kasel 

September 17, 2023  
 Twenty-Fourth Sunday in Ordinary Time 

The next Holy Hour for Women will be Sunday, September 24, 
at 6:00pm at the Church of St. Michael, Pine Island. All women 
are invited!  

https://saintpiofoundation.org/padre-pios-facts


Wednesday, September 20, 2023   
  8:00am Confessions/8:30am Holy Mass  
  9:00am-5:00pm Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament 
Friday, September 22, 2023   
   8:00am Confessions/8:30am Holy Mass  
 Saturday, September 23, 2023   
  4:00pm-4:50pm Confessions 
  5:00pm Holy Mass   
Sunday, September 24, 2023   
  7:00am Latin Holy Mass  
  10:30am Holy Mass  

HOLY MASS INTENTIONS  

WEEKLY TITHING  September 9-10, 2023  

                                         Sunday Envelopes:              $    2,890.00  
                                                        Plate:                                            $       718.79 
                                                        EFT:                                                                                         $    1,005.00 
                                                       Total:                                                                                  $     4,613.79 

HOLY MASS TIMES  

 

CHURCH OF ST. Michael FAITH FORMATION  
The next Faith Formation session will be on Wednesday, October 
4, at the Church of St. Michael.  

 Topic for October: The Virtue of Loyalty 
Below is the schedule: 
    6:00-6:30pm - Meal 
    6:35-7:25pm - Children Class/Parent & Adult Session     
    7:30-7:45pm - Church for Adoration                                                           
At 7:30pm all students, parents and teachers gather in the Church 
for Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament and Benediction.  

September 20, 2023   †Dora Haddad  
September 22, 2023   †James Bauch (Janet Bauch) 
September 23, 2023   †Mary Heins (Mary Sutton) 
September 24, 2023   †Jeff Funkhouser (Ally Drees) 
September 24, 2023    Parishioners  

  CHURCH OF SAINT MICHAEL NEWS   

CHURCH OF ST. MICHAEL FALL FESTIVAL 
OCTOBER 6 & 8, 2023 

Friday, October 6:  
 Our fabulous St. Michael Fish Fry from 4:00-7:30pm 
 Sunday, October 8:  
Kids’ pedal tractor pull,  Kids’ games, Fall mums, Silent            
Auction, Craft   s & Vendors, &   Concessions  
 

A Concession Stand will offer variety of food items for pur-
chase, including water/pop on Sunday. 
Kids Games will begin at 11:45am and Kiddie Pedal Tractor 
Pull will be on Sunday at approximately  at 1pm. 
Fall Mums will be available for sale beginning Sept. 23-24. 
Art & Craft Vendors on Sunday 10am-3pm (If you are interest-
ed in a site for crafts you make, it is only $25 -  contact the 
parish office at stmichaeloffice@ bevcomm.net.) 
 

Baskets/Items for the Fall Festival Silent Auction: Calling 
all parishioners! We are in need of items to be donated for the 
Silent Auction held during the Festival this Fall. Please make up 
any type of “basket” that you like or any individual items, includ-
ing religious items, gift certificates, gift cards, homemade items 
or purchased items. Please drop off any items at the parish of-
fice.  Thank you for your generosity! 

Pine Island Food Shelf: items requested for September: cereals 

& oatmeal 

Help Our Parish Grow Closer to Christ 
Archbishop Hebda is asking each parish to begin or rejuvenate a 
small group ministry. Small groups are an important way to help 
ourselves, our family, and our friends to know, love, and follow Je-
sus more closely and to live more joyful lives. If you are feeling in-
spired by this or any other aspect of the Archdiocesan Synod process, 
please consider one of the following action steps: 

• (Re)read Archbishop Hebda’s Pastoral Letter, “You Will Be My 
Witnesses,” www.archspm.org/synodletter (also via podcast) 

• Prayerfully discern participating in Small Group Leader For-
mation, a FREE seven-week series held on Tuesdays, Septem-
ber 19 & 26, October 3 & 10 (Thursday, October 5), and No-
vember 7 & 14 from 7-8:30 p.m. right here at the Church of St. 
Michael, facilitated virtually by Bishop Williams himself.  Con-
tact Fr. Kasel, any of the Synod Evangelization Team members, 
or the parish office to learn more or to register. This formation is 
intended for those who are open to the possibility of playing a 
leadership role in a small group. The small groups themselves 
will form later, at which time another invitation will be made. 

Fiat Ministries Discernment Retreat: Sept. 22 –24, Dunrovin Re-
treat Center (15525 St Croix Trail N, Marine on St Croix, MN 55047) 
Single women age 18-28 who are seeking to do God’s will are invited 
to attend the retreat. The Marian Sisters of the Diocese of Lincoln, 
Carmelite Sisters of the Most Sacred Heart of Los Angeles, Hand-
maids of the Heart of Jesus and Pro Ecclesia Sancta Sisters will help 
lead the retreat for women discerning God’s call for their lives!                     
More information and registration: 10000vocations.org 

FOR SALE!  FALL MUMS will be available for sale 
starting the weekend of September 23 & 24. Prices: $20 for 
a solid color and $25 for a tri-color mum. 

Andrew Dinner: Tuesday, September 19, 6-8pm at Archdiocesan 
Catholic Center, St. Paul. Archbishop Bernard Hebda, Bishop Michael 
Izen and Father David Blume, Director of Vocations, invite men dis-
cerning the priesthood, ages 16-50, to dinner and conversation with 
vocations testimonies on priesthood and religious life. It is typical for a 
pastor, deacon, religious or youth minister to accompany each discern-
ing guest. Go to 10000vocations.org for registration and more information  

Rosary Coast To Coast Event - Saturday, October 7, 2023 
Join us on Saturday, October 7, for the Rosary Coast to Coast 
Event at the Church of St. Michael. This event is part of 
a nationwide prayer campaign for the healing of our 
Church and our Nation, culminating in the public recita-
tion of the Rosary in over 2000 locations across the 
United States at 3pm CST. Please join us at St. Michael, gathering 
around 2:45pm, with the Rosary beginning at 3PM. Please call the 
parish office for more information or contact Ann Tescher. 

Friday, September 29: Holy Mass  at 5:30pm in Honor of St. 
Michael: You are invited to participate in Holy Mass in honor of 
our patron, St. Michael the Archangel, at 5:30pm. 
Saturday, September 30: Holy Mass at 8:30am, followed by a 
Procession in Honor of St. Michael the Archangel:  
Holy Mass will be offered beginning at 8:30am, then we 
have a procession of a statue of St. Michael on September 
30 at the Church of St. Michael! We plan to process through 
the city while praying the Chaplet of St. Michael and sing-
ing hymns. All are invited! 

A Prayer for Trust and Confidence in God’s Mercy  
by St. Pio of Pietrelcina (Feast: Sept. 23)  
O Lord, we ask for a boundless confidence and trust in Your 
Divine Mercy, and the courage to accept the crosses and 
sufferings which bring immense goodness to our souls and 
that of Your Church.  Help us to love You with a pure and 

contrite heart, and to humble ourselves beneath Your Cross, as we 
climb the mountain of holiness, carrying our Cross that leads to Heav-
enly Glory. May we receive You with great Faith and Love in Holy 
Communion, and allow You to act in us as You desire for your greater 
Glory. O Jesus, most adorable Heart and eternal fountain of Divine 
Love, may our prayer find favor before the Divine Majesty of Your 
Heavenly Father. Amen. 

mailto:stmichaeloffice@bevcomm.net
http://www.archspm.org/synodletter
https://www.dunrovin.org/
https://www.dunrovin.org/
http://www.10000vocations.org/womens-discernment-retreat
https://www.10000vocations.org/andrew-dinner.html


Tuesday, September 19, 2023   
   8:00am Confessions/8:30am Holy Mass  
   9:00am-5:00pm Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament 
Thursday, September 21, 2023   

   8:00am Confessions/8:30am Holy Mass  
Sunday, September 24, 2023   
     8:20am Rosary/8:25am Confessions 
   8:45am Holy Mass  

HOLY MASS INTENTIONS  

HOLY MASS TIMES  

September 19, 2023   †Jane Harte (Karen Hodgman)    
September 21, 2023   †Les DeBoard (Dan Klouser) 
September 24, 2023    Parishioners  

WEEKLY TITHING  September 10, 2023  

                                         Sunday Envelopes:              $   1,810.00     
                                                        Plate:                                           $        72.00 
                                                        Total:                                                                                $   1,882.00 

 

CHURCH OF ST. Paul FAITH FORMATION  
The next Faith Formation session will be on Wednesday, October 
4, at the Church of St. Michael.  

 Topic for October: The Virtue of Loyalty 
Below is the schedule: 
    6:00-6:30pm - Meal 
    6:35-7:25pm - Children Class/Parent & Adult Session     
    7:30-7:45pm - Church for Adoration                                                           
At 7:30pm all students, parents and teachers gather in the Church 
for Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament and Benediction.  

  CHURCH OF SAINT PAUL NEWS 

                  Words to Live By: 

“Turn your eyes incessantly to the Blessed Virgin; she, who is the 
Mother of Sorrows and also the Mother of Consolation, can under-
stand you completely and help you.” St. John Paul II 
“While other martyrs suffered by sacrificing their own lives, the 
Blessed Virgin suffered by sacrificing her Son’s Life, a Life that she 
loved far more than her own; so that she not only suffered in her soul 
all that her Son endured in His Body but moreover, the sight of her 
Son’s torments, brought more grief to her heart, than if she had en-
dured them all in her own person”. St Anselm 
“If you want to assist at Holy Mass with devotion and with fruit, 
think of the sorrowful Mother at the feet of Calvary.” St Padre Pio 
“From Mary we learn to surrender to God’s Will in all things.  From 
Mary we learn to trust even when all hope seems gone.  From Mary 
we learn to love Christ her Son and the Son of God!” St. John Paul II 

Help Our Parish Grow Closer to Christ 
Archbishop Hebda is asking each parish to begin or rejuvenate a 
small group ministry. Small groups are an important way to 
help ourselves, our family, and our friends to know, love, and 
follow Jesus more closely and to live more joyful lives. If you 
are feeling inspired by this or any other aspect of the Archdioce-
san Synod process, please consider one of the following action 
steps: 

• (Re)read Archbishop Hebda’s Pastoral Letter, “You Will Be My 
Witnesses,” www.archspm.org/synodletter (also available via 
podcast) 

• Prayerfully discern participating in Small Group Leader For-
mation, a FREE seven-week series held on Tuesdays, Septem-
ber 19 & 26, October 3 & 10 (Thursday, October 5), and 
November 7 & 14 from 7-8:30 p.m. at the Church of St. Mi-
chael, facilitated virtually by Bishop Williams himself.  Contact 
Fr. Kasel, any of the Synod Evangelization Team members, or 
the parish office to learn more or to register. This formation is 
intended for those who are open to the possibility of playing a 
leadership role in a small group. The small groups themselves 
will form later, at which time another invitation will be made. 

Healing after Contraception Retreat: September 21-29, 2023 
This free nine-day virtual retreat explores the physical, emotional, and 
spiritual wounds caused by contraception and sterilization and shows 
how to move from pain and suffering into healing, forgiveness, and 
openness to new life.  The Healing After Contraception Retreat ex-
plores the multi-faceted problems created by the use of contraception 
and raises awareness of the real pain suffered by real people. Inspir-
ing talks from medical doctors, priests, two philosophy professors, a 
filmmaker and his wife, a health coach, and pro-life women bring 
messages of healing, hope, forgiveness, conversion, and love.  Learn 
more and register at: https://healing-after-contraception-
retreat.onemoresoul.com/ “The Lord heals the brokenhearted and binds up 
their wounds.” Psalm 147:3 

Fall Bazaar:  Saints Peter and Paul Catholic Church in Mazeppa in-
vites all to the Fall Bazaar on Sunday, September 17, from 11am to 
1:30pm. There will be a Ham and Turkey Dinner ($13 each), a Raffle 
and Country Store. 

Immaculate Conception Church of rural Kellogg will hold their 
annual fall dinner on Sunday, October 1. Serving chicken and ham 
dinner from 11 a.m. to 2 p.m.  Other activities include: Big Ticket 
Raffle, Bake Sale, Basket Raffle, Garden Produce, and  Grocery Cart 
Raffle.  Take-outs available.  Handicap Accessible. 

Appalachian Mission Project 

Appalachian Mission Project: Appalachian Mission Project: 
Dear fellow parishioners, the time to demonstrate the generosity of 
our hearts through supporting the Appalachian Christmas Program 
has again arrived. We will collect items through Sunday, October 29. 
Donations may be left in the baskets at the front of the Church or can 
also be taken to the parish office during open hours. A list of desired 
donations is posted above the baskets. The Shoe Box Mission pro-
vides everyone, including young people, the opportunity to fill a 
plastic shoe box with useful and fun items. It can be themed or not 
but should be labeled with the age group and for a boy or a girl.                    
  Here is a list of suggested items for donation:  diapers & pins, 
blankets & bedding, sleepers, crib mobiles & other baby toys, pow-
der & lotions, shirts, rattles, teethers, pull toys, soft toys, cars & 
trucks, blocks, balls, dolls, games marbles, jump ropes, coloring 
books & crayons, jacks, markers, socks & underwear, basic school 
supplies, cosmetics, sports equipment, batteries, music boxes, wal-
lets, sweatshirts, fishing equipment, camouflage vests, hair barrettes, 
radios, watches, purses, belts, flashlights, toiletries, hunting clothes, 
typing paper, backpacks, books, powder/lotion, slippers, larger-size 
shirts, sweatsuits, purses, scarves, kitchen items, socks/knee highs, 
jewelry, nail clippers, towels, sheets (twin or regular size) coats and 
shoes (any size), craft kits, wrapping paper, ornaments, and dried 
fruits/nuts/hard candies.  All candies/fruits/nuts should be boxed 
separately and sealed to keep moisture out.  No canned goods.  Lo-
tions/shampoo should be in a ziplocked bag.  This year, we will be 
collecting bicycle, tricycle, & kiddie cars (in new condition). Checks 
should be made out to Queen of All Saints Church, 90 Railroad St. 
P.O. Box 5643, Beattyville, KY 41311, St. Francis of Assisi Church, 
147 Bryan St. Pikeville, KY 41501, Catholic Church of the Good 
Shepherd, Sr. Susan Marie Pleiss, OSF, P.O. Box 473, Campton, KY 
41301, or Holy Family Catholic Church, Sr. Marge Eilerman, OSF 
1439 KY-11S, Booneville, KY 41314. Please be generous to the Lord’s 
poorest of the poor. Remember, everything must be new. Thank you for 
your generosity. For questions, please contact Louise Gerken. 

PRO-LIFE QUOTES:  

 A great prayer for life is urgently needed, a prayer which will rise up 
throughout the world...Let us...discover anew the humility and cour-
age to pray and fast so that power from on high will break down the 
walls of lies and deceit: the walls which conceal from the sight of so 
many of our brothers and sisters the evil of practices and laws which 
are hostile to life. May this same power turn their hearts to resolu-
tions and goals inspired by the civilization of life and love. (#100)  
(quotes from ‘Gospel of Life, St. John Paul II) 

http://www.archspm.org/synodletter
https://healing-after-contraception-retreat.onemoresoul.com/
https://healing-after-contraception-retreat.onemoresoul.com/
https://www.google.com/maps/search/147+Bryan+St.+Pikeville,+KY+41501?entry=gmail&source=g


 

Hub Food Center 
228 West Ave. Zumbrota 

507-732-7329 
https://www.nilssensfoods.com 

Mahn Family  
Funeral Homes 
Larson Chapel 
1475 Jefferson Dr. Zumbrota, MN 

 (507) 732-5444 

Mahler Chapel 
209 NW 1st Ave. Pine Island, MN 

(507) 356-4620  
mahnfamilyfuneralhome.com 

Buy one Blizzard at regular 
price, get 2nd Blizzard                    

at 99¢! 

215 E. 18th St. Zumbrota  
732-5910  

651-388-0550 

Gadient  
Garage Doors 

Doors & Openers Sales                     
Service & Repair                                

Exceptional Customer Service                 
GadientGarageDoors.com  

“When You Expect  

the Very Best” 

Teresa & Todd Gadient 

NEWS FROM SAINT MICHAEL AND SAINT PAUL 

Safe Environment:  The Archdiocese of St. Paul/

Minneapolis requires all volunteers who interact with mi-

nors or vulnerable adults to complete the Essential 3 

(background check, Code of Conduct, and VIRTUS train-

ing) before beginning their service, and to renew every 

three years while serving.  Please contact the Safe Envi-

ronment Coordinator for details on how to register for a 

VIRTUS class, complete the Essential 3, or do updates. 

Parish Safe Environment 
Coordinator: Sara McNamara 

St. Michael:  507-356-4280 
stmichaeloffice@bevcomm.net 

St. Paul: 507-732-5324 
stpauls@hcinet.net 

St. Paul/Minneapolis Arch-
diocese Victim Assistance 

Program Hotline:  
(651) 291-4475 

 ZUMBROTA MINI 
STORAGE 

Lighting—Paved 
24 Hour Access  

1550 Jefferson Drive,               
Zumbrota 

507-696-4406 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

    Owen 
 Locker 
 Plant   

 

110 2nd St. NE                               

Pine Island, MN 55963 

507-356-8612 

        

   
 

  

          Foot Care                                       
         Service 

507-269-7827  
                   3708 Broadway Ave N. 
                      Suite  130,    
              Rochester, MN 55906 

  TOM & SCOTT SHANE 
  Commercial & Industrial       

507-824-2191 

Steve Johnson’s   
 
 
 
 

  Hwy 52 & 58 in Zumbrota 

507-732-5127 
Home: 651-460-6                                                                                                                 
706 brotaford.com 

For Plot Information   
Call the Parish Office                     

Church of St. Michael 
Cemetery      

    507-356-4280   

    Church of St. Paul                           
 Cemetery  

507-732-5324“ 
Remember To Pray For Our 

Beloved Departed.” 

MEYERSBUILT.COM 

KENYON, MN 

SKID STEER ATTACHMENTS                 

& REPAIR 

                          Pork & Plants Heritage Farm                                                                                
                              Eric Kreidermacher & Family                
                                                              Red Wattle Pork*     Grass-fed Beef* 

              Pastured Chicken* 

*no corn, no soy, non-GMO, and vaccine free 
   Meat is available year-round as individual  cuts, bundles, 

and whole or half animals.  
Pickup and limited delivery available (507) 458-2175  

 Email: eric@porkandplants.com    www.porkandplants.com                 
“Healthy Land, Healthy Meat, Healthy Families” 

footcareprofessionalsllc@gmail.com 
Care provided by 

Sheila Buehler, APRN,CNP,CFCS 
Certified Foot Care Specialist 

Helping YOU live well with YOUR feet! 

507.824.2611 

St. Pio Knights of Columbus Pancake Breakfast: 
Come and enjoy pancake breakfast on Sunday, September 
24, from 8am to 1pm, at the Church of St. Michael. Help us 
support our Coats for Kids project! 

Save the Dates!!  Bi-Parish Mission: Plan now to attend our 
Bi-Parish Mission by Fr. David Gunter, MIC on the evenings 
of October 23-25, 2023. Father Gunter will also speak at all the 

Holy Masses on October 21 & 22. 

Youth Group Event! All Youth, Grades 7-12, are invited for a 
prayer, food, and game night Wednesday, September 20, from 6:30-
8:30pm at the Church of St. Michael, Pine Island. Fr. Kasel will give 
a talk. All high school students and confirmation candidates are in-
vited to this youth event.  Please RSVP to our parish offices.  

40 Days for Life Prayer Vigil 
Join us for a peaceful prayer vigil on Tuesday, September 26, at 
7:00pm on the sidewalk in front of Rochester Planned Parenthood to 
begin the 40 Days of prayer and fasting on behalf of the unborn. 
Please park on side streets north of the shopping center.  To cover 
other times of the campaign see the website at 40daysforlife.com/rochester. 

On the Holy Name of Mary   
Let us now say a few words about this Name, which means 
‘star of the sea’, and is so becoming to the Virgin Moth-
er.  Surely, she is very fittingly likened to a star.  The star 
sends forth its rays without harm to itself.  In the same way 
the Virgin brought forth her Son with no injury to her-

self.  The ray no more diminishes the star’s brightness than does the 
Son His Mother’s integrity. She indeed is that noble star risen out of 
Jacob whose beam enlightens the earthly globe. She it is whose bright-
ness both twinkles in the highest Heaven and pierces the pit of hell, 
and is shed upon the earth, warming our hearts far more than our bod-
ies, fostering virtue and cauterizing vice. She, I tell you, is that splen-
did and wondrous star suspended as by necessity over this great wide 
sea, radiant with merit and brilliant in example. 
O you, whoever you are, who feel that in the tidal wave of this world 
you are nearer to being tossed about among the squalls and gales than 
treading on dry land, if you do not want to founder in the tempest, do 
not avert your eyes from the brightness of this star.  When the wind of 
temptation blows up within you, when you strike upon the rock of trib-
ulation, gaze up at this star, call out to Mary.  Whether you are being 
tossed about by the waves of pride or ambition or slander or jealousy, 
call out to Mary. When rage or greed or fleshly desires are battering 
the skiff of your soul, gaze up at Mary.  When the immensity of your 
sins weighs you down and you are bewildered by the loathsomeness of 
your conscience, when the terrifying thought of judgement appalls you 
and you begin to founder in the gulf of sadness and despair, think of 
Mary.  In dangers, in hardships, in every doubt, think of Mary, call out 
to Mary. 
Keep her in your mouth, keep her in your heart. Follow the example of 
her life and you will obtain the favor of her prayer.  Following 

her you will never go astray.  Asking her help, you will never des-
pair. Keeping her in your thoughts, you will never wander away.  
With your hand in hers, you will never stumble.  With her protect-
ing you, you will not be afraid. With her leading you, you will never 
tire. Her kindness will see you through to the end.  Then you will 
know by your own experience how true it is that ‘the Virgin’s Name 
was Mary’.  (A reflection by St. Bernard of Clairvaux  1090 - 1153) 

mailto:eric@porkandplants.com
http://porkandplants.com/
http://40daysforlife.com/rochester

