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Welcome to the Churches of

From Father Kasel

Praised be Jesus Christ through Mary!

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ Jesus,

During this month of December, the month dedicated to the Immacu-
late Conception and the Infancy of Jesus, let us pray for the Grace our
hearts need to be prepared for the blessings of Christmas! This Sunday
we celebrate the 3rd Sunday of Advent - Gaudete or Rejoice Sunday.
This Sunday, I share with you a reflection on ‘Who’ Jesus is for us! I
encourage you to reflect over this message a few times this week:
“Who' Jesus Is - Jesus, the Only-Begotten Son of the Father: You
are My Son: today I have begotten You (Ps. 2:1), we read in the En-
trance Antiphon for Christmas Midnight Holy Mass, words from the
second Psalm. The advent 'today' speaks of eternity, the 'today’ of the
Blessed and Glorious Trinity. (St. John Paul II, General Audience, 16
October 1985)

During His public life Jesus frequently spoke of the Fatherhood of
God in relation to men, using the numerous expressions found in the
Old Testament. However, for Jesus, God is not merely 'the Father of
Israel, the Father of mankind', but "My Father'! 'My’: precisely be-
cause of this the Jews wished to kill Jesus, for 'He called God His Fa-
ther' (John 5:18). 'His'in a very literal sense: He Whom only the Son
knows as Father and by Whom alone He is reciprocally known... "My
Father' is the Father of Jesus Christ: the origin of His being, of His
messianic mission, of His teaching. (ibid., 23 October 1985)

When, in the district of Caesarea Philippi, Simon Peter confesses: You
are the Christ, the Son of the living God, Jesus answers, Blessed are
you...for flesh and blood have not revealed this to you, but My Fa-
ther... (Matt. 16:16-17) for no one knows the Son except the Father
Jjust as no one knows the Father except the Son. (Matt. 11:27) Only the
Son can make the Father known: the visible Son enables us to see the
invisible Father. He who has seen Me has seen the Father. (John 14:9)
The Baby Who will be born in Bethlehem is the only-begotten Son of
God, consubstantial with the Father, eternal, having His own Divine
Nature and also the human nature which He has assumed in Mary's
virginal Womb. When we look at Him this Christmas and see Him
helpless in the arms of His Mother, we must not forget that this is
God, made Man for love of us, every single one of us.

During these days when we read with profound wonder the words of
the Gospel - and dwelt among us, or when we say the Angelus, we
shall have a good opportunity for making a deep and grateful act of
Faith, and for adoring the sacred Humanity of Our Lord.

Perfect God and perfect Man. He became a Child so that we
could go to Him without fear. Special relationships with Jesus:
Jesus came to us from the Father, but He was born for us of a woman:
when the time had fully come God sent forth His Son, born of woman
(Gal. 4:4), says St. Paul. The prophets announce that the Messiah will
come down from Heaven like rain and grow from the earth like a seed.
(Is. 44:8) He will be mighty God and, at the same time, a Child, a
Son. (Is. 9:6) I am from above (John 8:23), Jesus says of Himself; at
the same time He is born from the seed of David (Rom. 1:4): there
shall come forth a shoot from the stump of Jesse and a branch shall
grow out of his roots. (Is. 11:1) He will be born on earth, on this
earth of ours. (continued on page 3)

We are happy that you are here! If you are new to our parishes, please call or stop at the Parish
Office. We would love to meet you and answer any questions that you might have!

SACRAMENTS
Confession - Saturday 4:00pm at St. Michael; Sunday 8:25am at St.
Paul and 8:00am before daily weekday Holy Mass at both parishes.
Baptism - Please contact the parish office.
Matrimony - Please call Father Kasel at least six months prior to make
arrangements.
Anointing of the Sick - This is for someone who is seriously ill, dealing
with major surgery or infirm. Please contact Father Kasel to make
arrangements.
WEEKEND HOLY MASS SCHEDULE:
Church of Saint Paul - Sunday Confessions at 8:25am, Rosary at
8:20am, Mass at 8:45am
Church of Saint Michael - Saturday Confessions at 4:00pm, Rosary at
4:35pm, Mass at 5:00pm
Church of Saint Michael - Sunday Mass at 7:00am, Rosary at 10:05am,
Mass at10:30am
WEEKDAY HOLY MASS SCHEDULE
Church of Saint Paul - Tuesday and Thursday
Confession 8am & Mass 8:30am, Rosary at 8:10am before Mass
Church of Saint Michael - Wednesday and Friday
Confession 8am and Mass 8:30am
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= We invite you to worship our Savior with us
this_Advent and Christmas Season!
Individual Confession times during Advent*:

Saturdays, Dec. 13 & 20 St. Michael, Pine Island 4:00-4:55 pm
Sundays, Dec. 14, & 21 St. Michael, Pine Island 7:00-7:45 am
Sundays, Dec. 14, & 21 St. Paul, Zumbrota 8:30-8:40 am
Tuesday, December 16 St. Paul, Zumbrota 4:00-4:55 pm
Tuesday, December 16 St. Paul, Zumbrota 6:30-8:00 pm
Wednesday, December 17 St. Michael, Pine Island 4:00-4:55 pm
Wednesday, December 17  St. Michael, Pine Island 6:30-8:00 pm
Saturday, December 20 St. Paul, Zumbrota 9:30-10:30 am
Saturday, December 20 St. Michael, Pine Island 10:45 am-noon
Wednesday, December 24  St. Michael, Pine Island 1:30-3:00pm

*The Sacrament of Confession is also offered before each weekday Holy Mass
Holy Mass on Christmas Eve:

Wednesday, December 24  St. Paul, Zumbrota 4:00 pm
Wednesday, December 24  St. Michael, Pine Island 4:00 pm

Holy Mass on Christmas Day:

Thursday, December 25  St. Michael, Pine Island 7:00 am (Latin)
Thursday, December 25 St. Paul, Zumbrota 8:45 am
Thursday, December 25  St. Michael, Pine Island 10:30 am

Holy Mass for the Solemnity of Holy Mary, Mother of God - January 1
(Holy Day of Obligation)

Wednesday, December 31 St. Michael, Pine Island ~ 4:00 pm
Thursday, January 1 St. Michael, Pine Island ~ 7:00 am (Latin)
Thursday, January 1 St. Paul, Zumbrota 8:45 am
Thursday, January 1 St. Michael, Pine Island ~ 10:30 am

The next Holy Hour and Social for Men will be Sunday, December
14, at 6:30pm at the Church of St. Michael, Pine Island. Fr. Kasel will
give a talk on: Current Events in the Church. All men are invited!

The next Holy Hour for Women will be Sunday, December 28, at
6:00pm at the Church of St. Michael. All women are invited!




CHURCH OF SAINT MICHAEL NEWS

CHURCH OF ST. MICHAEL FAITH FORMATION
The next Faith Formation session will be on Wednesday,
January 7, 2026, at the Church of St. Michael.

iBelow is the schedule:

% 6:00-6:30pm - Meal

% 6:35-7:25pm - Children Class/Parent & Adult Session

% 7:30-7:45pm - Church for Adoration

§AT 7:30pm all students, parents and teachers gather in the Church for

% Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament and Benediction.

Our program is open for all of our parishioners to attend and

: it will benefit all ages!
e O B R o

Youth Group Event! All Youth, Grades 7-12, are invited for a
prayer, food, and game night Tuesday, December 30, from 6:30-
8:30pm at the Church of St. Michael, Pine Island. We are planning
a Christmas movie night! All high school students and confirma-
tion candidates are invited to this youth event. Please RSVP to our
parish offices! God bless you!
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Dear Parishioners: Thank you for your prayers, greetings and
acts of Charity and kindness at the time of my birthday! I thank
God for all your goodness - May our good Lord reward you!

In Christ through Mary, Fr. Kasel

WORDS TO LIVE BY:
“Joy, with Peace, is the sister of Charity. Serve the Lord with laugh-
ter.” St. Padre Pio
“You ask me whether I am in good spirits. How could I not be so?
As long as Faith gives me strength, I will always be joyful.” St. Pier
Giorgio Frassati
“If we wish to serve God and love our neighbor well, we must mani-
fest our joy in the service we render to Him and them. Let us open
wide our hearts. It is joy which invites us. Press forward and fear
nothing.” St. Katharine Drexel
“If you have no earthly consolation, why do you not seek consola-
tion in the heart of Jesus? To Love Him is truest joy.” St. Rose Phil-
ippine Duchesne
“God made us for joy. God is joy, and the joy of living reflects the
Original Joy that God felt in creating us.” St. John Paul II
“When we are expecting only suffering, the least joy surprises us:
Suffering itself becomes the greatest joys when we seek it as a pre-
cious treasure.” St. Thérese de Lisieux
“The true way to advance in holy virtues, is to persevere in a holy
cheerfulness.” St. Philip Neri
“The Lord looked into the depth of my being with great kindness; I
thought I would die for joy under that gaze.” St. Faustina

PRO-LIFE QUOTE:
As far as abortion is concerned, it's part of the fifth, not the sixth,
commandment: "Thou shalt not kill!" We have to presume this is
obvious and always stress that the human per-son begins in the
mother's womb and remains a human person until his or her last
breath. The human person must always be respected as a human
person. Pope Benedict XV

Institute of Catholic Culture Lecture
A Star in the East: Praying in Expectation of the Messiah
Just as the Magi expected to find the Newborn King by following a
star they saw in the east, so too the Church from her earliest days has
looked to the east (that is, ad orientem) in expectation of the Second
Coming. The people of God then and now, pray and await the Radiant
Dawn (O Oriens) - the sun of justice - to come again and shine on
those who dwell in darkness and the shadow of death.
Details: Tuesday, December 16
Pre-Class Discussion: 7:30 PM ET, Lecture: 8:00 PM ET
Instructor: Most Rev. James S. Wall, Registration is required.
Visit: https://instituteofcatholicculture.org/events/a-star-in-the-east

Pine Island Food Shelf: Our Special item for December is actually
YOUR CHOICE.

WEEKLY TITHING December 6-7, 2025

Sunday Envelopes: $ 2,854.18
Plate: $ 898.00
EFT: $ 3.895.00
Total: $ 7,647.18

Military Services Collection $§ 600.00

.k, Holiday Tea - Thank you!
Thank you to all parishioners for their participation in
our St. Michael Holiday Tea! Your donations and time
given are very much appreciated - may God reward you!
St. Gianna Molla Guild and Fr. Kasel
=3
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Congratulations to the Holiday Tea Raffle winners:
Holy Family Statue: Chris Kneeland

Handmade Quilt: Jeff LaPlante

Sweet Basket: Laurie Murray

Coffee Basket: Laurie Murray

Hubbell House Gift Card: Scott Pass

$150 Shop Pine Island Gift Cards: Nicole McCoy

~ Christmas Flowers: This year we will again be collecting
* Christmas Flower offerings for the purchase of poinsettias for
' the Christ-mas Season. You will find a Christmas Flower
envelope in your packet. The suggested donation is $13.
Please put your envelope in the collection basket by Sunday, December
14. If you miss this deadline, please drop off donation at the Church
office the following week.

23" Annual Candle Lighting Ceremony: All are invited to attend
the 23" Annual Candle Lighting Ceremony at the historic Church of St.
Rose (8778 County Highway 11 Blvd., Kenyon, MN) on Sunday, De-
cember 21, at 2:00pm. Deacon Newell McGee will preside. Music by
St. Rose Brass. Reception to follow at the Palof residence. More infor-
mation at www.friendsofstrose.org.

Miriam Dinner - Tuesday, January 27, 6-8pm, at Archdiocesan
Catholic Center, St. Paul. Hosted by Archbishop Bernard Hebda and
Father Mark Pavlak, Director of Vocations, is an event for women,
ages 16 — 35, who are discerning consecrated life. It is typical for
women discerners to be accompanied by their pastor, consecrated reli-
gious or youth minister. The evening begins with prayer, followed by
dinner with consecrated women sharing their vocations testimonies.
Registration is required. REGISTER ONLINE before Thursday, Janu-
ary 22, at 10000vocations.org/events. For questions? please call the
Vocation Office 651.962.6890 or email
stpaulvocations@10000vocations.org

HoLy MAss TIMES

Wednesday, December 17, 2025
8:00am Confessions/8:30am Holy Mass
9:00am-5:00pm Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament

Friday, December 19, 2025

8:00am Confessions/8:30am Holy Mass
Saturday, December 20, 2025

4:00pm-4:50pm Confessions

5:00pm Holy Mass

Sunday, December 21, 2025

7:00am Latin Holy Mass
10:30am Holy Mass

HoLY MASS INTENTIONS

December 17, 2025 Don Hoerle (Julie Hoerle)
December 19, 2025 Gerald Lavin (Mary Amiot)
December 20, 2025 {Bob & Pat McCutcheon & families
December 21, 2025 {Vera Falk (Elizabeth Skellie)
December 21, 2025 Parishioners



http://www.friendsofstrose.org
mailto:patty.mcquillan@stthomas.edu

CHURCH OF SAINT PAUL NEWS
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CHURCH OF ST. PAUL FAITH FORMATION
The next Faith Formation session will be on Wednesday,

January 7, 2026, at the Church of St. Michael.
Below is the schedule:
6:00-6:30pm - Meal
6:35-7:25pm - Children Class/Parent & Adult Session
7:30-7:45pm - Church for Adoration

At 7:30pm all students, parents and teachers gather in the Church for

Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament and Benediction.

Our program is open for all of our parishioners to attend and
it will benefit all ages!
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(From Father Kasel - from page 1) In the Gospel for the Holy Mass

of Christmas Eve we read the human genealogy of Jesus. (Matt. 1:1-25)

The Holy Spirit wants to show us how the Messiah is related to one

family and one people, and through them to the whole of humanity. In

her womb, Mary shared her own blood with Jesus, the blood of Adam,
of Phares, of Solomon.

The Word of God became flesh and dwelt amongst us (John 1:14); He

became man, but that does not mean that He stopped being God. Jesus

Christ is perfect Man and perfect God.

When, after His Resurrection, Our Lord miraculously entered through

closed doors and appeared so inexplicably, a disciple might have

thought that Jesus was a kind of spirit, so He Himself dispelled such
doubts forever. He said to them: Handle Me and see, for a spirit has
not flesh and bones as you see that I have. (Luke 24:39) And then they
gave Him a piece of broiled fish, and He took it and ate before them.

John was there and, as on so many other occasions, saw Him eat. After

that he could never lose his overwhelming certainty of that Flesh,

which we have seen with our eyes, which we have looked upon and

touched with our hands. (1 John 1:1)

God became man in Mary's Womb. He did not suddenly appear on

earth like a heavenly vision, but became a real man like us, taking our

human nature in the pure Womb of a woman. In this way His eternal
generation (His Divinity, the pre-existence of the Word) is distin-
guished from His birth in time. Jesus in His Divinity is mysteriously
begotten, not made, by the Father through all eternity. In His humani-
ty, however, He was born, 'was made' from the Blessed Virgin Mary
at one definite moment in human history. Because of this, the Blessed

Virgin, being the Mother of Jesus Christ, Who is God, is truly the

Mother of God, as the Council of Ephesus defined as a Dogma of the

Faith. (Dz-Sch, 252)

We look at the Baby Who will be born in a few days in Bethlehem of

Judaea, and we know very well that He is the key, the center and the

purpose of the whole of man's history. (Second Vatican Council,

Gaudium et Spes, 10) On this Child depends our whole existence, on

earth and in Heaven. And He wants us to treat Him with friendship

and complete confidence. He became so small in order that we should
not be afraid to come close to Him.

The most holy Humanity of Our Lord is the way to the Trinity.

Imitating Jesus. Getting to know Him better by reading the Gos-

pels. Meditating on His life: God the Father predestined humanity to

be conformed to the Image of His Son, in order that He might be the
first-born among many brethren. (Rom. 8:29) Our life has to be a con-
tinual imitation of His life here on earth. He is our Model for all the
virtues and our relationship with Him is different from that which we
have with the other two Persons of the Blessed Trinity. The grace
bestowed upon man through the Sacraments is not merely 'the Grace
of God', (like that which filled the soul of Adam before the Fall) but,
in a true and accurate sense, 'the Grace of Christ'.

Christ was a real man, an individual man, with His own family and

His own country, with His own customs, with His own trials and per-

sonal preferences; one specific individual, this Jesus. (Acts 2:32) But

at the same time, because of the supremacy of His Divine Person, He
could and can receive into Himself everything which is truly human,
everything which properly belongs to human nature. We cannot expe-
rience a single good thought or feeling, which He cannot make His
own, nor is there any thought or feeling of His which we ought not to
do our best to make ours. Jesus has a deep love for all that is truly
human - work, friendship, the family - and above all for men, with

their defects and miseries. His most holy ~ (continued on page 4)
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WEEKLY TITHING December 7, 2025

Sunday Envelopes: $ 1,180.00
Plate: $ 80.00
EFT: $ 1.415.00
Total: $  2,675.00

Military Services Collection $ 619.00

Dear Parishioners: Thank you for your prayers, greetings and
acts of Charity and kindness at the time of my birthday! I thank
God for all your goodness - May our good Lord reward you!

In Christ through Mary, Fr. Kasel

‘ the Christmas Season. You will find a Christmas Flower en-
velope in your packet. The suggested donation is $13. Please

put your envelope in the collection basket by Sunday, December 14.

If you miss this deadline, please drop off donation at the Church of-

fice the following week.

Christmas Flowers: This year we will again be collecting
Christmas Flower offerings for the purchase of poinsettias for

The Catholic Daughters “Meal in a Bucket” is coming soon!
Watch for more details in next week’s bulletin.

Diaper Drive: Hosted by the Catholic Daughters of the Americas
Court #1864 from November 30 - January 4, 2026 (Advent — Epiph-
any). Please help us by donating diapers to benefit First Choice
Clinic in Red Wing. The number of families in our local community
served by First Choice Clinic has continued to rise. They receive no
government funding. As many of us have seen an increase in our
household costs, the clinic has also seen an increase in their opera-
tional costs. Please leave diaper donations in the church en-

try. Thank You! Contact Sue Hinrichs with any questions.

Fellowship Sunday: Please consider hosting a Fellowship Sunday,
after the 8:45am Sunday Holy Mass. This is a great opportunity to
have fellowship with visitors, new families, and parishioners. A sign
-up sheet is on the bulletin board at the entrance of the Church.

Save the Date! Birthright of Rochester Fundraiser-January 23, 2026!
Trivia Night returns! Mark your calendars and gather your smartest (or
silliest!) friends for an evening of food, laughter, friendly competition, and
support for Birthright of Rochester. Stay tuned for details. You won’t want
to miss it!

You are invited to join us! A small group for retired parishioners
meets twice a month on Thursdays after Holy Mass at the Church of St.
Paul. We have prayer, fellowship, and often show videos followed by
discussion and end with prayer intentions. We meet for about 1- 1%
hours. If interested in joining or have questions, contact Barb Boraas
507-735-5877 or Maggie Eggerichs 507-951-2316.

TADORATION of the BLESSED SACRAMENT}
Can you spend an hour with Jesus?¢ Adoration is held at
‘/\,j St. Paul, Zumbrota on Tuesdays from 9am-5pm and
\& St. Michael, Pine Island on Wednesdays from Qam-5pm.

HoLy MAss TIMES

Tuesday, December 16, 2025
8:00am Confessions/8:30am Holy Mass
9:00am-5:00pm Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament
Thursday, December 18, 2025
8:00am Confessions/8:30am
Sunday, December 21, 2025
8:20am Rosary/8:25am Confessions
8:45am Holy Mass

HoOLY MASS INTENTIONS
December 16, 2025 {Kletus & Frances Kronebusch (Ken Kronebusch)
December 18, 2025 {Holy Souls in Purgatory @

December 21, 2025 Parishioners




NEWS FROM SAINT MICHAEL AND SAINT PAUL

(from page 3) Humanity is our way to the Trinity.

By His example Jesus teaches us how we must serve and help the people
around us: [ have given you an example, He tells us, that you also
should do as I have done to you. (John 13:15) Charity is to love - as [
have loved you. (John 13:34) Walk in love, as Christ loved us (Eph.
5:1), says St. Paul. And when he wanted to exhort the first Christians to
charity and humility he said simply: Have this mind among yourselves
which was in Christ Jesus. (Phil. 2:5)

We must take Christ as our Model in the way we practice the virtues, the
way we treat other people, the way we do our work, in everything. To
imitate Him is to be filled with a Spirit and a way of reacting which
ought to direct the life of every Christian, whatever his qualities, his
state in life, or his place in society.

To imitate Our Lord, really to be His disciples, we must see ourselves in
Him. It's not enough to have a general idea of the Spirit of Jesus; we
have to learn the details of His life and, through them, His attitudes.
Especially must we contemplate His life, to derive from it strength, light,
serenity and peace.

When you love someone, you want to know all about his life and charac-
ter, so as to become like him. That is why we have to meditate on the
life of Jesus, from His Birth in a stable right up to His Death and Resur-
rection. (J. Escriva, Christ is Passing By, 107) Only in this way will our
mind and our heart draw nearer to Christ.

During these days it will be easy for us, by reading and meditating on
the Gospel, to contemplate the baby Jesus with Mary and Joseph in the
manger at Bethlehem. We will learn important lessons about detach-
ment, humility and concern for other people. The shepherds will teach
us the joy of finding God, and the wise men how we must adore Him;

Advent is more than a countdown to Christmas! Take time to
reflect and grow by listening to Real Presence Radio. Our local
programming offers prayerful conversations, teachings, and stories
that help you enter the Season with intention. Tune in on 970 AM
in Austin/Rochester or listen online at RealPresenceRadio.com

Prayer Service for Life: Please join us at the Cathedral of Saint
Paul, Thursday, January 22, 2026, at 10:30am for the Annual Prayer
Service for Life, followed by MCCL’s March for Life at the State
Capitol. This prayer service commemorates the millions of lives lost
to abortion and the many women and men wounded by abortion’s
aftermath. All are invited and welcome.

Want to grow in our Catholic Faith? You can learn about our
Catholic Faith online at any time through FORMED! You will have
access to thousands of enriching Catholic movies, programs, audio,
& books instantly on FORMED when you sign up through our par-
ishes. There is no cost for you! Just follow these easy steps:

1.Visit: signup.formed.org 2. Enter your parish zip code or name (St.
Michael 55963 or St. Paul 55992) 3. Grow in our Catholic Faith!

—_—
If we make a habit of attentively reading and mediating on the Holy
Gospel every day we shall, in a sense, take part in the life of Christ;
we shall get to know Him better every day; and, perhaps without our
realizing it, our life in the world will come to be a reflection of
His.” (From In Conversation with God, by Francis Fernandez)
Through the intercession of Mary, the Immaculate Conception, St.
Joseph, St. Michael, St. Paul and all the Holy Angels, may God grant
us the grace to prepare our hearts for the coming of our Lord at
Christmas!

we will feel that we have been given a new strength to persevere in the  In Christ through Mary,
following of our way. —>  Fr. Kasel
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Safe Environment: The Archdiocese of St. Paul/
Minneapolis requires all volunteers who interact with minors or
vulnerable adults to complete the Essential 3 (background
check, Code of Conduct, and VIRTUS training) before begin-
ning their service, and to renew every three years while serv-
ing. Please contact the Safe Environment Coordinator for
details on how to complete the Essential 3 or do updates.

Report Abuse: If you or someone you know has been sexually

Parish Safe Environment
Coordinator: Sara McNamara
St. Michael: 507-356-4280
stmichaeloffice@bevcomm.net
St. Paul: 507-732-5324
stpauls@hcinet.net

St. Paul/Minneapolis Arch-
diocese Victim Assistance
Program Hotline:

(651) 291-4475

abused, your first call should be to law enforcement.

Swift microwave therapy for wart removal
KeryFlex nail reconstruction
OnyFix nonsurgical ingrown toenail correction

Call 507-269-7827 for appointment or
book online at footcaremn.com

ST. P10 KNIGHTS

OF COLUMBUS .
COUNCIL 16016

JOIN US
Brother Knights of our Council
invite you to join us.
Contact the Parish Office
visit: www.kofc.org/join
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mailto:eric@porkandplants.com
http://porkandplants.com/
http://www.quarryhillfamilydental.com

